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THERE must be something radically wrong with the police 
service at Danbury, Conn., that so bold and persistent a band of 
fire bugs as those who have been operating there for some time 
past should be still at liberty. Within the week ending Sunday 
last there were nine deliberately set fires in the town. By them 
one man lost his life and two families barely escaped suffoca- 
tign, while by three separate fires started on Sunday morning 
last eight buildings were destroyed or damaged. Four or five 
persons are reported as under arrest, but judging from past 
experience, they are likely to be released for lack of evidence. 
It seems about time for the insurance companies to stir up the 
Danbury people with a sharp stick. Some of the companies have 
started the ball by stopping taking business there. 





An interesting feature to life assurance companies in the case 
of the Minneapolis lawyer, J. Frank Collom, who was arrested 
last week charged with forging notes to the extent of over 
$250,000, is the fact which has become known that within the 
past three months he had assured his life for $65,000 in the 
New York Life, Mutual Benefit Life of Newark, Massachusetts 
Mutual and Union Mutual Life of Portland, while his applica- 
tion for $50,000 in the Mutual Life of New York had been 
made but not acted on at the time of his arrest. When the 
accusations of forgery were made against him he is reported to 
have made an unsuccessful attempt to jump from a window, 
and it must remain an interesting question how soon the 
companies would have been called upon for the faces of those 
policies had the exposure and arrest not been so suddenly 
effected. 





, ‘ 


THE terms “mean duration of life” and “average age of 
living persons” are often used indiscriminately, whereas each 
term denotes a special idea. Walmann’s Verischerungs-Zeit- 
schrift comments on the noticeable fact that the true signifi- 
cance of these two terms is often confounded in the statistics 
bearing on population, although they have nothing in common 
and widely deviate in their results when nations, occupations, 
ete.,are referred to. That this mistake can happen even to 
professional statisticians, who, by forgetting their respective im- 
portant fundamental meaning, arrive at entirely erroneous con- 
clusions, is shown by the official statistics in the population of 
France for the year 1886. At the end of this work the author, 
summing up the results obtained, deplores the small percentage 
of living children per family, and then adds as a crumb of 
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comfort that the mean duration of life in France is greater than 
in most other countries. Here is a notable instance of confound- 
ing the “mean duration of life” with the “ average age of living 
persons,” the latter of which it is true has, according to the 
census reports from 1851 to 1886, augmented from thirty years, 
eleven months to thirty-one years, nine months and twelve days. 
But it would be premature to draw from this statement the con- 
clusion that the longevity of the French nation has increased, 
as the average age of the living, beside the duration of life of 
the individual, also depends upon the numerical strength of the 
different classes of age among the total sum of the living, so 
that a very healthy, long-lived race of people with plenty of 
children can show a lower average age of living persons in com- 
parison with a slowly increasing population with a predominat- 
ing number of aged persons. 





Wuen the American life companies first entered Great 
Britain it was a customary thing fer the English papers to 
revile them most ungraciously. The only crime which consti- 
tuted the basis of these criticisms was that of transacting a life 
assurance business in the British empire. It was soon discovered, 
however, that the American companies could hold their own, 
not only as to their ability to get business, but to defend them- 
selves in print and to counteract unjust attacks as well. In late 
years, therefore, these attacks have been less abusive. In fact, 
the records of and the results achieved by the American com- 
panies have been a most effective answer to all animadversions 
made by their prejudiced British critics. But the guerilla war- 
fare instituted by the English life companies against their 
American competitors has for some reason been recently revived. 
In a late issue of The Edinburgh Evening Dispatch, which has 
hitherto been considered a reputable and fair minded journal, a 
virulent article appeared attacking the three American life com- 
panies in most violent and abusive language. We do not care 
to waste space by answering the absurd criticisms contained 
in this tirade. The prejudice of the writer is manifest by the 
unfair manner in which arguments are advanced. It is safe to 
say that the companies criticised will take care to see that the 
venom therein is duly counteracted. In justice to certain 
prominent life underwriters on the other side, it is fair to say 
that it is believed that the publication of the article in The 
Dispatch would be beneath many of the managers of English 
companies, and it is therefore a matter of interest to ascertain to 
whom the authorship of the disgraceful production is attribut- 
able. That it comes from someone interested in the British 
life companies is beyond doubt. But why did the writer if 
he be an honest man omit to sign his name to the effusion ? 
As we write there lies on our desk an autograph pamphlet, 
written by some duplicating process, headed “The Scottish 
Provident Institution. American offices in Great Britain.” 
This document is dated May, 1889, and is signed by James 
Watson, who is the manager of the Scottish Provident. It 
is only necessary for one to carefully read Mr. Watson’s 
pamphlet and the later newspaper article to surmise that 
the person writing the latter used the ideas expressed in 
the former. Indeed, many of the arguments advanced in 
The Edinburgh Dispatch are almost identical with those in 
the pamphlet. The abusive language, however, that appears 
in The Dispatch is not in the pamphlet. Could Mr. Watson 
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be the author of the 
more probable that some unscrupulous agent took the pamphlet 
sent him from the home office as a basis and, adding the virulent 


article in The Dispatch? Or is it 


language, paid for its insertion in the paper? It is to be hoped, 
in the interest of fairness and business probity, that no English 
manager was cognizant of the publication of the abusive matter 
referred to. Such attacks do not accomplish the end in view, 
but merely serve as a boomerang, affecting public opinion in 
the opposite way to that intended, for they draw renewed atten- 
achievements and popularity of the 


tion to the wonderful 


American companies at home and abroad. 





H. A. RICHARDSON, a noted purveyor of wildcat insurance, is now located 
at 45 Broadway, New York, and advertises himself in The Insurance ‘Times as 
being in ‘‘ insurance and finance.” The latter part of his statement is true, 
as he isa skillful financier ; absorbing all the premiums that he can get, in 
lieu for which he will issue a presumed policy purporting to insure. But 
They are promises, good for 
fair weather, but not worth a In 1884 he 


foisted upon the American public the wildcat City and Provincial of London, 


these policies lack the essence of insurance. 


“ 


continental” when most needed. 


and only escaped punishment because Superintendent McCall of New York 


could not find him when he wanted him.— 7%e Jnsurance World. 


It is announced that Richardson is now pushing for business 
in this section and New England in the interest of the West 
Coast Fire and Marine Insurance Company. Until this com- 
pany has demonstrated its ability to take rank among legitimate 
companies by securing admission to one or more of the promi- 
nent States having an insurance department, it had better con- 
fine its operations to the West Coast, from which it derives its 
name. 





In a letter received by a fire underwriter from Simeon Toby 
of New Orleans, “ Assistant Secretary,” a statement and request 
are made which cannot in any sense of propriety or business 
morality go together. Mr. Toby starts his letter, copies of 
which were doubtless sent out to many insurance companies, 
with the statement : 

The insurance business in Louisiana having assumed such proportions, 
involving extra supervision arising from the revival of old and the enactment 
of new laws relating thereto, the Secretary of State in 1886 appointed me 
Assistant Secretary, charged with the supervision of the insurance depaitment 
of his office, and in 1888 I was reappointed by the present Secretary of State, 
L. F. Mason. 
editor of the insurance department of The Evening Daily States. 


Outside of my official business, I have been, and am now, the 


Mr. Toby closes his letter as follows : 

On the first of September next The Daily States will issue their annual 
trade edition of 40,000 copies. Would be pleased to have an ad. from you, 
either for that issue only or one to begin from that date. 


‘ 


Mr. Toby’s title as “ Assistant Secretary ”’ is not official in the 
sense that the title of Secretary of State is official, but Mr. 
Mason having delegated to Mr. Toby, as we understand it, all the 
power vested in him as ex-officio Insurance Commissioner, there- 
fore it follows that Assistant Secretary Toby holds a position 
that is official, and that should be maintained with dignity and 
due appreciation of the responsibility attached to the conduct 
of a public office. In the letter quoted from it appears that 
power of office is being used to influence the business of a pri- 
vate enterprise. One insurance official, at least, lost his head 
not a great while ago for attempting the same thing. We know 
of Mr. Toby as a conscientious and efficient worker, and if in 
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this instance there has been merely a lapse of good judgment, 
one word should at least be sufficient to guide his course in the 
future. Mr. Toby, beware! 
take official steps in the premises, you can rest assured that you 


If your superior officer does not 


have been treated leniently. 





Our San Francisco correspondent, in a letter printed else- 
where, describes the ludicrously inadequate means of fire pro- 
tection which investigation has shown to exist at Tacoma, 
Wash., the fire apparatus consisting of four hose carts, of which 
three were allowed to stand out, unsheltered, in the open air, 
while the water-works were unable to throw a stream above the 
second stories of the houses, the condition of affairs being, alto- 
gether, probably worse than it was at Seattle. By a rather 
strange coincidence, on the day following the date of his letter, 
Spokane Falls, another one of those phenomenal growths of the 
Pacific coast, saw some thirty of its business blocks swept away 
by the flames and $6,000,000 more of property vanish in smoke. 
The leading feature in this, as in the Seattle fire, was the glaring 
insufficiency of the fire protection. The buildings destroy€d 
were, it is true, of improved construction, far different from the 
frame shells which covered the burnt district at Seattle, but 
they went down before the fierce fire almost as quickly as though 
they had been of wood. ‘The city had a fairly good direct 
pumping system of water-works, but no steam fire engines, and 
just when the water supply was most urgently needed and the 
pumping station was signaled to for fire pressure on the mains, 
it appears that the superintendent was away, the man in charge 
was incompetent to carry out the order and the volunteer fire- 
men, unable to get proper streams to work with, were helpless. 
Had but a couple of steamers been kept in reserve to guard 
against just such mishaps, much of the loss would probably have 
been prevented. The 
sooner it is recognized that the ordinary volunteer department 


Then as to the fire department itself. 


cannot be relied upon to properly protect places where such great _ 
values are packed so closely together as they were at Spokane 
Falls the better. 
alone be trusted with the duty, and must be provided with the 
The Pacific Union 


now has a chance to insist upon such improvements as are nec- 


Trained men, paid to be constantly at hand, can 
best equipment to be had into the bargain. 


essary to guard against a repetition of these disasters and should 
do so firmly. We note that in the burnt cities new and more 
stringent building laws have been promptly adopted ; which is 
well enough as far as it goes, but is not enough, as the way the 
brick and stone buildings succumbed to the flames at Spokane 
Falls testifies. 














NEW LIFE ASSURANCE BUSINESS. 

N this year of grace 1889 the results of months of discussion 
during 1888 have been shown in the enactment of laws in 
several States of the Union prohibiting the giving of rebates to 
the assured on the first or any subsequent premium. ‘These 
anti-rebate laws are now in operation in New York, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Colorado and Ohio. 
According to the predictions of many who were opposed to the 
passage of such laws, their effect would speedily decrease the 
new business of companies. ‘The laws have now been in opera 
tion long enough to give a fairly good idea of their operation, 
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put the croakers have not as yet been able to cry “I told you 
so,” and there seems little probability of such an opportunity. 
The life companies on all sides report that business, so far in 
1889, is better than ever before, that never have so many people 
been persuaded to assure as in this year, and that the outlook is 
even brighter for large gains during the remaining months of 
1889. 

Another fact, which would seem to show that the anti-rebate 
laws are working well, is that the smaller companies are sharing 
in this influx of new business. Until within the past two or 
three years the bulk of the increase in new business was mon- 
opolized by a few large companies, but since 1886 some of the 
smaller companies have awakened to the immense possibilities 
of the yet by no means completely tilled field which lies before 
them, and they have put in their workers and are getting their 
proportionate share of new assurances, Reports for the first 
six months of the current year show great gains all along the 
line. While the three giant companies are maintaining their 
respective positions far in the van, large increases are also re- 
ported by other companies. Recent announcements in the 
insurance press state that the Attna, the Penn Mutual, the Man- 
hattan, the Union Central, the Home, the National, the Michi- 
gan Mutual, the United States, the Provident Savings, the Provi- 
dent Life and Trust and other companies are making large 
gains each month, and at the end of the year will be able to 
The natural premium companies are 
showing gratifying gains, and the new company, the Commercial 
Union, has every indication of being able to make a good show- 


show handsome totals. 


ing in its first annual report to the insurance department. 

In the new publication entitled “Life Assurance Ratios,” 
published by THE SpecratorR Company, there appears an ex- 
hibit giving the new business of forty-two regular life companies 
in 1888. ‘hese companies wrote new assurances to the hitherto 
unparalleled amount of $645,080,932. This was the amount 
actually written by the companies and does not include the 
many millions represented by the applications rejected on 
-account of medical unfitness. Another column in the same 
exhibit shows the amount of policies “ not taken.” This amount 
was $102,441,156. In referring to the subject of new business 
itis apropos to make passing comment on this large item of 
“not taken.” 
prevent at least the majority of this sum figuring as 
taken.” 
competition prevalent in the business, but competition should 


It would seem that the agents should be able to 
not 
Undoubtedly a great deal of it is caused by the fierce 


“ 


serve to make the agent proceed with more caution, and make 
absolutely sure that his man will take the policy before his 
application is sent to the head office. 
where the applicant finds himself, through stress of sudden 


Of course there are cases 


financial misfortune, or other unforeseen circumstance, unable 
totake the amount applied for or even a part of it, or he may 
be sick and the agent, using the discretionary power vested in 
him, may decline to deliver the policy. Such cases must neces- 
sarily arise in the transaction of so vast a business as is con- 
ducted by the American life companies. But the fact remains 
that there are a great many policies sent back to the home office 
that should have been taken by the applicant or that should not 
have been reported by the agent. The agent cannot possibly 
have got his man into the right frame of mind if, when the 
policy is tendered, the former is informed that “I have changed 
my mind ; I can invest my own money ; I don’t need life assur- 
ance.” And it is in such an emergency that the true agent shows 
his superiority. He brings forward his most potent arguments 
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against the ability of a man to invest his own money, to protect 
himself against all contingencies of life and carry his own risk. 
He has familiarized himself with the character of the man he is 
talking to and he proceeds upon the line which will be most 
effectual. Generally he succeeds, if he is persistent, in getting 
the man to take the policy. There are some men who never 
return a policy marked “ not taken,” except under such condi- 
tions as mentioned first. If all agents would endeavor to Place 
every dollar of insurance that they write, the amount in the 
“not taken” column would very soon shrink to a normal size, 
which should be between three and five per cent of the amount 
written, or less than one-third of the present ratio, for the “not 
taken” policies of forty-two companies in 1888 amounted to 
not less than 15.88 per cent of the sum issued. 

From present indications it is pretty safe to say that the 
new business of 1889 will exceed $700,000,000. But will not 
the field be exhausted in a few years if such immense amounts 
of new business are written each year? Not necessarily. 
There are hundreds of thousands of men yet uninsured who 
ought to carry assurance and who would take amounts varying 
from $1000 to $500,000 if it were properly brought to their 
Every year vast numbers of young men reach an 
The fortunes of men are continually changing, 
The man who can 


attention. 
insurable age. 
and in this country generally for the better. 
only afford $5000 of assurance in 1889 may find his circum- 
stances so much improved in 1890 that he can take $5000 more. 
There is no danger of a falling off in the increasing ratio of new 
business written for many years to come. Every company has 
unbounded possibilities before it for the transaction of large 
volumes of business, and few of them are not taking advantage 
of the opportunities. 





SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


ALL friends of Henry E. Bowers will congratulate him upon his recent 
marriage. In many other respects Mr. Bowers has long since won the applause 
of his friends for his judgment, and now the sole ground for questioning his 
good sense is removed. Most heartily we wish him a long and happy life. 
* * * * 


HALL & HENSHAW will start out on September 1 with the Westchester, 
Merchants and Equitable. Their office is one of the most attractive and in 
the best location in the city. 


* * * * 


Rumor is busy as to the future plans of the City of London. Their man- 
ager and chairman are now in genial and happy converse with John C, Paige 
of Boston. 

x * x * 

THE death of John C. Mills is very much deplored by the older under- 
writers. Very few of the new men realize the strong position of the old 
Lorillard, of which Mr. Mills was secretary. It was one of the most popular 
agency companies, 

” * *” * 


WE think it certain that there will be an agreement as to brokerage in New 
York city before October I. 
* * * * 
A. D. IrvinG, manager of the Phoenix of London, is the husband of the 
daughter of General Dupont of the Dupont Powder Company, whose death 
last week was noted at length by the daily press. 


* * * o 


Tue ‘‘new departure” of the Westchester in transferring the management 
of its Metropolitan district business to Hall & Henshaw is generally com- 





76 


mended. A general adoption of the plan of the Hartford companies in having 
their local business managed by local agents would go far toward simplifying 
the general insurance situation in New York. 

x“ a of ce 


IF good wishes will make a success of Mr. Swain’s new mutual company he 
has them in abundance. 


* * * * 


THE Guardian of London will enter Virginia. 
¥ * * * 
TuHeE Armstreng Fire Insurance Company has appointed J. T. Catlin of 
Danville its general agent for Virginia, 
* ¥ oa ¥ 
Ir is proposed to have a compact for Norfolk, Va., and the committee is 
looking for a good manager. 


* * * * 


THE Middle States Inspection Bureau, under the management of Chairman 


Starr, is doing good work and new members are being added. 


* * * * 


PaciFic Coast departments will not help the United States statements of 
the British companies this year, But the Pacific Coast has helped many a dis- 
couraged United States manager in the past five years. 

% * x - 


THE departmental system of management on the part of the British compa- 
nies reveals the sections of the United States that are unprofitable. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE PACIFIC COAST. 

The Pacific Insurance Union Wins—The New Zealand Falls into Line— 
The Union Waking Up to the Need of Inspection and Protection— 
Chief Inspector Porter's Good Work at Seattle—Tacoma’s Danger—An 
Inadequate Watersworks System and Laughable Fire Department 
Equipment—Improvements Ordered—Marine Underwriters Disturbed 
—The Advance Freight Money Question—Reinsurance in Under- 
grounders—The Johnson & Higgins Case—Some Fire Companies Make 
a Good Showing Despite the Recent Losses. 


[FRom OuR Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 

Well, the fight is seemingly over, and victory perches on the banners of the 
Pacific Insurance Union. This morning General Agent Craig of the New 
Zealand Insurance Company paid the fines imposed by tle Union, having pre- 
viously withdrawn the objectionable agents, excepting at Los Angeles, at 
which place his appointee had some time since received at least implied recog- 
The news is received with general satisfaction, and scores the 
strongest point yet made for our compact. If this victory does not make the 
management too bumptious, all will. be well. What the 
daily journals which have been filling their columns of late with the most 
extravagant yarns about the coming downfall of the Pacific Insurance Union, 
will do now, I do not know, but evidently they will have to stir around for 


nition. 


two or three 


legitimate news of the day. 

Our underwriters have been waking up of late to the necessity of inspection 
ef hazards, and of fire department and water supply as well, in the towns 
throughout the Coast. Chief Inspector Porter of our inspection bureau 
started in at Seattle immediately after the fire, and greatly aided the authori- 
ties of that city in framing new ordinances as to fire limits, fire depart- 
His efforts were most 
Since then 


ment and water supply, construction of buildings, etc. 
courteously accepted, and most excellent results accomplished. 
he has visited Ellensburgh and Tacoma, laboring in the same general direc- 
tion. At the latter place a deplorable condition The fire 
department of this town, which has always been volunteer, recently asked for 
Of the outfit, consisting of four 


of things exists. 


pay, but this was declined by the authorities. 
hose carts, but one was housed, the others standing in the streets. 
tion was finally passed to purchase two Amoskeag steam engines and fifty 
additional hydrants ordered placed in the business part of the town, Two 


A resolu 
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more engines are asked for, and we hope they will be provided. On Pacific 
avenue, the main business street, there are but nine hydrants in a distance of 
one and one-half miles. The storage reservoir has a capacity of 1,750,000 
gallons per diem, and, with the twenty-eight miles of piping, provided for 
the old Tacoma, with its 4000 population, while the city now has 20,000 
inhabitants. Ata recent test the hydrants showed a force only sufficient to 
reach the second stories of buildings three and four stories high. 

The attention paid to the improvement of these matters by underwriters is 
all very well, but I am of the opirion that they will have to come to the 
methods adopted by the New England Insurance Exchange in the end, and 
simply pile on the rates until needed improvements are made. ‘The effect of 
a committee of underwriters running around from town to town begging peo- 
ple to take measures for their own protection does not look well and cannot 
but have a bad effect ; better charge for the hazard as it is and recognize im- 
proved conditions as they come. 

Our marine underwriters are somewhat worked up on the question of the 
return of the advance freight money paid in the case of the steamer Granada, 
recently lost on the Mexican coast. It has been held by Judge Sawyer of the 
United States Court here that under the special contracts entered into the 
underwriters could not demand the return of the amount paid by them from 
the steamship company, but other authorities are cited in a contrary direction, 
and it looks as if there might be a law suit. ‘The loss of the steamer Acme 
has brought to light some heavy reinsuring in underground companies by the 
New Zealand Insurance Company, which took a large line at a ruinous rate and 
then reinsured most of it through Johnson & Higgins’ office here. By the way, 
the case under which the representative of Johnson & Higgins in this city was 
found guilty of violation of our State laws and fined, has beén taken to the 
United States Supreme Court on writ of error. As this is a very important 
matter to insurance interests in general, it is understood that the fire under- 
writers will stand in with the marine men in the further prosecution of the 
case. It is about time this matter was settled once for all. 

The clouds which have hovered over our insurance interests seem not to have 
been altogether without a silver lining. The semi-annual statements of nearly 
all our local companies show up better than had been hoped for. The Anglo- 
Nevada, for instance, shows a gain in gross assets for the half year of $59,553 
and in net surplus of $20,738, the gross assets of the company now being 
$2,732,402. The Home Mutual also finds its fire losses aggregating consider- 
ably less than for the first six months of 1888 and a larger gain in net surplus, 
and all this in the face of the recent heavy fire losses. In fact, these losses 
seem to have borne heaviest on the larger agencies and foreign companies, but 
all get their turn in the end. P. U. 
SAN FRANCISCO, August 3. 





LOUISVILLE. 


Adjusters and Adjustments—In Defense of the Former—An Insurance 
Man's Relaxation—Major Hereford’s Scheme—A Newly Kevealed 
Hazard—The Latest Occupant of ** 152"°—A Generous Spectal—Miss- 
ing from the Street-—All Quiet in the Local Board. 


[From Our Own CoRRESPONDENT. | 
‘*’Tis true, ‘tis pity, and pity "tis, ‘tis true.” 

How queer it is that men of recognized intelligence will so far forget them- 
selves in an oratorical effort, or in ‘an attempt to round off a well-constructed 
sentence, as to injure their interests, and drag down and paralyze the best effort 
of their hard-working and valuable employees. The recent remarks of Mr. 
Dunham, coupled with the report of Mr. Whiting, were palatable food for 
the attorneys for the plaintiff in the Mansfield drug loss case, tried before 
Judge Hammond in the United States Court at Memphis, Tenn. 

‘* Listen to what one of their crowd says of them,” shouted the lawyer, 
and then he bellowed forth the words of Mr. Dunham, not without effect, 
either. Great actors seldom ascend to the top round of the ladder until they 
first mix with the living characters whom they attempt to represent upon the 
stage. Suppose Mr. Dunham and Mr. Whiting descend from their elevated 
First let them ‘* tackle” the much- 


perches and make the ‘‘ grand rounds.’ 
maligned Hebrew ; next, the hard-working honest farmer ; then the 
fumed milliner ;” then the ignoramus, whose only words are, \in’t you 
going to pay me the money?” and last, but not least, the native \merican, 


who gasps out, ‘‘ Can’t you give me two hundred and fifty more? This 16 
amount to 


attended by 


_ per- 


such a small amount to so many companies, and, oh, such a large 
me.” I think the return home of these two gentlemen would be 
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reflection and probably with regret for the foolish and ill-timed remarks and 
slurs cast upon the heads of that much-abused class of individuals yclept 
adjusters. 

Arthur Langham, of the firm of Barbee & Castleman, is often seen on the 
boulevard behind a high-stepper and in a highly-polished cart, a slight recrea- 
tion after 5 Pp. M. only. The immense business transacted by the Southern 


department of the Royal requires close scrutiny and careful revision, all of 


which is under the care of Manager Langham. The results prove good judgment 
and sound criticism on the part of the firm. 

Major J. B. Hereford of Texas passed about a week in Louisville, resting 
from his labors. ‘The Major has now under consideration a prohibitory list, by 
professions. A serious question has arisen in his mind—how to class Texas 
Presbyterian preachers. The Major will compile his list from his own expe- 
rience only, ignoring all records and tables. The Major left here for St. Louis, 
Chicago and the lakes, but on his arrival in St. Louis he received dispatches 
announcing another loss on a Presbyterian preacher, so he discontinued his 
trip and took the first train for Texas. It is almost unnecessary to state that 
Major Hereford of Dallas has full charge of the Royal's interests in Louisiana, 
of each year his company gener- 


“a ’ 


Texas and Arkansas, and in the ‘‘ round-up’ 
ally ranks first. 

Ed Deane, special agent of the German-American, is the sole occupant of 
152 this week, The German-American, under his charge, thrives like a ‘‘ green- 
bay""—horse. Ed possesses the prime qualification necessary to a success 
ful special, viz.: Good fellowship. It is whispered that he was once a little 
indiscreet and gave $5 to the church through a local agent’s wife. This, of 
course, is not strictly against the Union rule. Some suspicious or disgruntled 
people, however, are prone to remark : ‘‘ Ed, $2 is fully enough for a special 
to give the church, and hereafter it must be given direct. ‘ Let your light so 
shine,’ ” 

Colonel Lige Nelson of ’61 fame has been conspicuously absent from Louis- 
ville for several weeks. We also miss the familiar faces of Archie McIllwaine 
of the London and Lancashire, and Dave Wevin of the Glens Falls. If these 
gentlemen don’t put in an appearance soon, something will go up in smoke. 
This is certainly one way of bringing them. 

Andrews of the Sun is wrestling with the special hazards of Lou’sville this 
week, 

Manager Palfrey lives in Pewee Valley during the heated term. 

Local companies in Louisville are carrying small lines and plenty of them. 

Manager Beilstein returned from California in good health and spirits, 
having secured for his department all he asked ; consequently, he has all he 
desires, 

The Louisville Local Board of Underwriters is all right. Notwithstanding 
any reports to the contrary, everything is serene. WAKEFUL. 

LovumsvILLE, Ky., August ro. 





NOTES FROM BOSTON. 


The New Boston Board Rules—Brokers Conforming to Them Well—How 
Risks are Won and Lost—An Industrious Broker—A Clever Scheme— 
The Functions of the Board—The Storage and Sale of Fireworks—The 
Danger io Contiguous Property—The Electric Light Companies and 
Inspection Expenses. 


[From OuR Own CORRESPONDENT. } 


Ithink that the new rules of the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters gov- 
erning brokers, which went into effect on July 1, must be well adapted to the 
purposes for which they were framed. Over 500 certificates have already been 
issued to as many brokers who have signed the agreement to conform to these 
tules, and so far the committee having such matters in charge has not been 
called upon to investigate a single infraction. In saying this, however, I do 
not mean that there are no complaints in the air. I mean rather that the 
grievances of brokers, where such have existed, have not been of such a nature 
aS toenable the aggrieved to formulate charges, or to warrant the asking of 
the consideration of the committee. In the majority of instances the griev- 
ances consist in the loss of business. But surely the mere fact that one man 
has lost and another gained a given risk, does not of itself constitute an infrac- 
ton of the rules. The loser of the risk may be unable to conceive of any rea- 
son why he has lost it, other than that his competitor has offered an unlawful 
advantage to the insured ; and yet this by no means follows. He seems to 
forget that it is not the purpose of the board to check enterprise on the part 


of those who solicit business, but rather to encourage it under conditions of 
equality to all. With such restrictions as are imposed, whereby no man can 
seduce another’s customer by the bald offering of a lower rate, one’s social 
qualities, magnetism, or acuteness in suggesting improvements which, if 
made, will lower the rate on a risk, tell greatly in one’s favor. 

An illustration of the industry of one broker whom I have in mind, and 
who, because of his success, is a target for the criticism of the less for unate 
—or shall I say the lazy—will serve to show what pains some of the more 
active of our brokers take to secure new business. As is well known, before a 
new building is constructed in this city, the plans must be filed with the 
building department for approval. In the office of the broker of whom I am 
speaking, a complete list of all proposed constructions is to be found, the 
owner's and builder's name being given ; and beyond this there is also kept a 
record of such advances as are made to the owners by parties holding mort- 
gages on the property. With this data in hand, a persistent effort is made by 
my indefatigable friend, the broker, to secure these risks. Oftentimes the 
men who have considered themselves securely in possession of the insurance 
business of these parties who are erecting new buildings, find their fancied 
security to be very unreal. Either because of valuable suggestions offered to 
the owners regarding the construction of the buildings which have lessened 
the fire hazard, or because of influence brought to bear through the mort- 
gagecs, the industrious broker whose methods I am outlining has bagged the 
game, 

The board has sometimes been likened to a trust. It will be seen, how- 
ever, that it is in its practical working very unlike such an organization, al- 
though its main function, it is true, is the maintenance of rates, which shall 
leave a fair profit. Its membership, composed as it is of agent-brokers, is 
unceasingly at work on the side of the insured—that is, the consumers—to the 
end that their insurance may be obtained at lower cost. I do not think of 
any other business organization formed for the purpose of maintaining prices 
where the consumers have representatives in the membership to protect their 
jnterests. 

It is not unlikely that the fire department will soon take action respecting 
the storage and sale of fireworks in the thickly settled portions of the city. 
Under an old law the engineers of the fire department have the power to pre- 
vent the storage and to order the removal of hazardous material whenever 
they deem it dangerous to the locality. Sinee the fire in the premises of 
Heyer Bros., dealers in fireworks on Summer street, the question of prohibit- 
ing the accumulation of these explosives in the business parts of the city has 
been a subject of discussion among underwriters, and in this discussion the 
fire commissioners have joined. The remark which one of the firm of 
Heyer Bros. is said to have made at the time his stock of goods was burning 
may be quoted as illustrating the danger to which surrounding property is 
subjected by the presence of such explosive material. Said he, as he stood by 
the burning building: ‘*I am expecting to see some of the big rockets we 
have in bundles in our stock come shooting out of the front windows. If they 
go ‘zipping’ across the street into Jordan, Marsh & Co.'s or C. F. Hovey & 
Co.’s windows and explode amongst their stock, it will make things hot about 
here for the fire department.” Fortunately such was not the issue of this fire, 
but it might have been. And as long as fireworks can be sold by sample, it 
seems unwise to mass quantities of them in places where enormous values are 
endangered, when they can easily be stored, packed and shipped from places 
out of the city or in the suburbs, 

I am inclined to think that the electric light companies of this city will 
make a mistake if they refuse to contribute towards the expense of the inspec- 
tion of their installations by the board. It was but ashort time ago that these 
very companies were urging the board to increase the force in the electrical 
department, so that the work of inspection might thereby be more thoroughly 
done, promising to pay any assessment to meet the expense which the execu- 
tive committee of the board should deem equitable. Certainly, at that time 
they were anxious to secure the approval of the underwriters as an aid in 
securing and retaining consumers of their light and power. Apparently they 
now think that they are so well entrenched--have become such a public neces- 
sity—that they are indifferent as to the approval of the underwriters. Never- 
theless the underwriters are not indifferent to the hazard which experience has 
shown comes from the electric light installations. ‘They are bound to maintain 
a rigid inspection of these systems, If the companies themvelves refuse to pay 
the cost of this oversight, then those who use the electric light will have to 
bear the expense in an increased premium. Probably the underwriters would 
prefer to adjust this matter with the electric light companies ; but if such a 
course is not possible, then the alternative will be an increase in rates where 
electric lights are installed, ONE SPOKE, 

Boston, Mass., August 10, 
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WESTERN ITEMS. 


Tue official record of fires and losses at Chicago during the six months 


ending June 30, 1889, has been compiled by Chief Swenie. ‘The summary 
develops a very interesting story, especially when using the figures of each 
month in comparison with the record of corresponding periods in past years. 
January, always classified as the ‘‘ banner” month for fire losses, gives the 
underwriters a surprise this year, and the figures of $37,361 loss for that 
month compared with $877,000 loss in March, is only part of an interesting 
determine 


five underwriters cannot 


The extraordinary losses 


record which demonstrates the fact that 
the profits or losses by records of past experience. 
during March were due to the destruction of numerous large risks, such as the 
Central and Blatchford warehouses. The following are the totals according 
to the fire department records of Chicago : 
total values of buildings, $19,890,430 ; total values of contents, $12,029,469 ; 
total values of buildings and contents, $31,919,899 ; total loss on buildings, 
$296,105 ; total loss on contents, $1,081,749; total loss on buildings and 


contents, $1,377,854 ; total insurance involved, $15,794 920. 


Total number of alarms, 1280 ; 


* * * 


THE Denver Insurance Company, recently entered in Illinois, is at present 
preparing to establish an agency at Chicago. The company will have little 
difficulty in inducing someone to accept its policies. Companies desiring to 


establish an office in La Salle street can succeed in very short order. 
* * * 


Tune Chicago Fire Underwriters Association has not been idle of late ; 
two meetings were held during June, five during July, and numerous sessions 
have been held thus far during the present month, The inspection depart- 
ment also has continued the good work as originally proposed by the under- 
writers ; the business district received special attention by the half-dozen 
inspectors, and fires are not nearly as frequent as heretofore ; the business 
men have become educated up to it, and realize the value of rigid inspection 
and willingly comply with all requests. Of the important work performed, 
in the interest of the companies, by the Chicago Fire Underwriters Associa- 
tion (aside from corrections for the fire maps) may be mentioned the fol- 
lowing. 

* * # 


Hereafter in rating printing-houses, the slips shall state the amount of ben- 
zine allowed for use of type cleaning; permission must not be given for a larger 
quantity than stated for each risk. Persons representing mutual com- 
panies are ineligible to membership. T. E. 
Lumbermens Mutual noti- 
fied by the association. estab- 
lishments have received considerable attention, new tariff charges in ad- 
dition to the make-up of the building rate have been adopted. 
materially to former rates in this class of risks, the increase being about thirty- 
The number of hands employed, keeping of tow, excelsior, etc., 


Gilpin, organizer of the 


Insurance Company of Chicago, was so 


Furniture finishing and _ upholstering 


The same add 


five cents. 
pails of water, heating, lighting and cleanliness of premises are the main 
features of the new tariff charges as applied to the above hazards. 


* * * 


WHOLESALE confectionery manufacturing hereafter adds seventy-five cents to 
the building rate, and fifty cents applied to the rate on building will be the rate 
on stock of these manufacturers. The eighty per centcoinsurance clause was also 
made to attach to the above two classes of risks ; the same shall not apply to 
‘“small” stores of the first named class. 
and the minimum rate on lumber yards at Chicago is now twenty-five cents 


The lumber tariff has been amended, 
less than former rates. Mutual competition and the fact that many changes 
and improvements besides the fire boat protection have taken place since the 
former tariff was adopted, have contributed thereto. In October, 1888, a 
committee on grain elevator rates submitted a new schedule for rating of that 
With 
few exceptions the rates on elevators and contents are materially reduced. 
Annual in- 
surance twenty-five cents less than building rate; six months or less fifty 


class of property, and this has now been adopted by the association, 
The rates on contents of grain elevators was placed as follows : 


cents less than building rate. 
by the same machinery, the united capacity of both elevators shall be charged 
for. Where elevators are so situated as to be inaccessible to the fire depart- 
ment, a charge of not exceeding one per cent may be enforced. The latter 
‘B.” City, and 


Wherever two or more elevators are operated 


clause applies very forcibly to the Rock Island ‘‘ A.” and 
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Iowa elevators. The first named two are situated along the river, between 


Twefth street viaduct and Fourteenth street, and the latter two directly 
across the river. 
* * * 


serious in this matter, but so is Chief 


Not 


Swenie, who has prepared a plan showing the relative positions of these ele- 


only are the underwriters 
vators and their absolute inaccessibility to his department in case of fre 
save from the river front. The chief recently remarked that only in case 
the department arrived before an elevator was filled with smoke, could fire- 
men risk their lives in such places. During his experience as a fire fighter, a 
bl:.ze occurred in an elevator where employees happened to be in the cupola, 
and the fire was extinguished because the men were enabled to draw the hose 
to that point ; had the fire occurred at night the loss would undoubtedly have 
been a total one. Not long ago another elevator fire occurred, and the fire- 
men sent to the upper portion of the building were ordered to carry ropes 
with them to be used as fire escapes in case the blaze was not extinguished by 
the men below. The fire was in one of the large bins and was successfully 
handled by drawing off the grain, cutting an opening in the bottom of bin and 
The 


importance of outside stairways with stand-pipe connections on grain cleya- 


extending ladders on inside. This fire also occurred in the daytime. 
tors, has often been demonstrated not only in Chicago, but at many other 
points. At the burning of the Central Warehouse last March, the Galena 
elevator, although quite a distance from the burning building, was saved sim- 
ply from the fact that a vessel happened to be moored close by and a lead of 
hose (from the powerful fire boat Geyser) was carried aloft, and the firemen 
from the rigging of the vessel were in position to successfully handle the 
threatening blaze. Aside from the fact that outside stairways on elevators are 
absolutely necessary as a part of their protection from fire, they are also the 
only means of escape for employees who may happen to be working in the 
Mr. Affeld, of Witkowsky & Affeld’s agency, 
has endeavored for a long time to bring about the outside stairway improve- 
ment, and in the interest of insuragce companies and elevator owners it is to 
be hoped definite steps will be taken in this matter and at once. It is unfor- 
tunate that the association failed to adopt some method of forcing the eleva- 


upper portion of an elevator. 


tor owners to provide the outside stairway, but it has failed thus far to so do. 
* * * 


Bips for the construction of Chicago’s new fire boat were opened August 10. 
The appropriation allows for the expenditure of $37,0c0, and will add 
Marine Fire Company No. 3 to one of the ablest fire departments of the 
country. 

% * * 
CHICAGO’s electric street lighting plant, already a great success, is being 


extended. Five hundred new poles have been ordered. The wires are all 


underground. The fire alarm plant, which likewise is a perfect working sys- 


tem, is receiving extensive alterations, The annexed territory, although 
necessitating an endless amount of work, will ere long become a part and 
parcel of Chicago's great fire alarm system. A new central alarm station is 
being added at Sixty-third street and Wentworth avenue in connection with 
the engine-house nearing completion, This station will include all alarms in 
territory south ‘of Thirty-ninth street. 


than that included in above district will be attached to the present system and 


Alarms from annexed districts other 
enter the main fire alarm office. All alarms, however, will be sounded in 
every engine-house. The theatres of Chicago are being provided with regular 
fire alarm boxes, and in case of fire in any theatre the fire department will be 
apprised of the exact one from which the alarm is given. 


* * * 


THE National Convention of Chief Fire Engineers of the United States 
will be held at Kansas City, commencing September 10. Secretary Hill 
assures me that the attendance will be larger than at any previous meeting. 
The subjects for consideration have been carefully selected, and the programme 
includes papers of great importance to insurance men. Every insurance com- 
pany doing an agency business will profit by sending a representative to this 
convention, and the chiefs will gladly welcome such. ‘These meetings are 
productive of many reforms, but with the co-operation and encouragement of 
the field men of fire insurance companies the good work would be greatly ex- 
tended, and to the benefit of both parties. Special and exceedingly low rates 
will be made during the convention by railroads reaching Kansas ‘ 


* * * 


known as underground 
formerly 


THERE are many evils attached to what is 
The departure from Chicago of Henry F. Crawford, 


Craig & Co., relative to the 


insurance. 


of Crawford, furnished ample material 
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evils as practiced in this branch of the insurance business. 
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Many of the 
Western States contribute largely to the underground field, and _ the 
country is overrun with so-called brokers, who claim to have superior 
facilities for effecting insurance upon surplus lines and special hazards in 
what they claim ‘* sound and reliable prompt-paying companies,” but few of 
them can show a standing of the companies they claim to represent that would 
bear investigation, and they found their claim to the company’s strength 
upon the nicely reading printed statements circulated by it. These 
statements 2re composed of an imaginary lot of bonds and mortgages which 
they claim co hold, but when a failure takes place it is very rarely that those 
who suffer ever realize out of the so-called bonds and mortgages, and the suf- 
ferer, being disgusted, too often leaves the matter in a judgment without pro- 
ceeding to prosecute the culprits. It certainly would not be a hard matter to 
follow up the case and compel the officers of such companies to show these 
securities, and if they have none, or if they are valueless, prosecute them 
for conspiring to defraud. 
* * 

THERE are very few respectable brokers who will have anything to do with 
underground insurance companies of questionable standing, and when they 
are obliged to seek outside companies they only patronize the better class of 
outside companies that can show a good reputation in their own States. The 
laws of the different States are becoming more stringent with the so-called 
stock companies and lenient with the mutual companies, therefore mutual 
companies are increasing daily, offering special inducements in rates, and 
many taking risks that the better class of stock companies would not write 
under any circumstances. Local agents who are obliged to fill lines with this 
class of companies should look into the standing of outside companies very 
closely before accepting them if they wish to preserve the confidence placed 
in them by their patrons, as it is too late after a fire has occurred and their 
patrons have suffered by misplaced confidence. To remedy the evils of 
underground insurance some underwriters suggest that each State should pass 
alaw prohibiting companies of their respective domains from writing upon 
risks in States where they are unauthorized to transact business. But then 
outside insurance is a necessity with many large propertyowners, and this fact 
is recognized by fire underwriters generally. 

* * * 

Tue Fire Insurance Patrol Benefit Association of Chicago has been organ- 
ized, and at a recent meeting the following-named officers were elected : 
President, Superintendent E, T. Shepherd ; vice-president, Captain C. W. 
O'Neill ; secretary, Captain P. L. Mullens; treasurer, F. Whitmore. A 
member from each company (four) constitute a board of trustees ; thirty-six 
members contribute dues of $1 per month, and with nearly $1000 now in 
hand and results from annual ball, entertainments, donations, etc., the asso- 
ciation expects to pay $1000 in case of death of members, also to contribute 
substantial relief to members who may be sick or disabled. 

* * * 

Tue Western offices of the Springfield Fire and Marine in the Rialto 
Building are among the handsomest in Chicago. General Agent A. J. Hard- 
ing displayed excellent taste in their appointments, The same may be stated 
in reference to the Illinois general agent’s offices of the New England Mutual 
Life, which are in the La Salle block, and were recently remodeled. 

_* * # 

THE Union meeting will occur September 11 at St. Claire, Mich., and the 
convention of the Underwriters of the Northwest will probably follow, and 
upon such a date that members of the Union may attend the latter meeting 


with convenience. 
* ~ * 


THE underwriters of Chicago recently recommended and allowed a certain 
time in which the Western Electric Company could make stated changes and 
improvements in its system of electro-mercurial fire alarm system. The fire 
in the Hale Building last Saturday evening does not speak very well for its 
reliability. The alarm was reported, but preceded by several other box num- 
bers, and was considered to mean * fortunately 
the operator selected the box number which directed him to the Hale Build- 
ing, where a good-sized blaze was in progress. Had the alarm been properly 
received the loss would have been nominal as compared with the final out- 
come of this fire. The companies are assessed ten cents reduction from rate 


se 


trouble” instead of “‘ fire ;’ 


on all risks equipped with this system of fire alarm. 
* * * 


Frep WILLIAMS, who was appointed State agent for Michigan of the 
Phoenix of Hartford last January, is making rapid progress in the field work 
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of that company. Always bright, active and attentive to the interests of his 


employers, Fred has always been successful. 
* * * 


AMONG recent visitors to La Salle street were James EL. Brewster, assistant 
manager at Hartford of the Scottish Union and National; Captain Reno of 
Cincinnati; J. J. Allen, agent, of Sicux city; C. H. Lord of Minneapolis, 
special agent for the Germania, and Harry Clayton of Dayton, State agent of 
the Germania Insurance Company. 


* * % 


NUMEROUS local, as well as general agents, have been absent from La 
Salle street during the past month, and those who have not as yet taken the 
usual vacation will disappear during this month, Business locally is quite 
dull, as is usual at this time of the year. 


* * * 


Gro. R. Lewis & Co., insurance brokers at Chicago, have extended their 
field of operations, and opened a branch office at Minneapolis. They are 
State agents for Minnesota and Wisconsin of the Union Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company of Cincinnati, 


* * * 


THE North Pacific Insurance Company of Tacoma, W. T., reports losses 
of less than $1500 at Spokane Falls; at Seattle and Ellensburg it es- 
caped loss from the fact that it refused to write in those cities. 


* * * 


Tue Pacific Underwriter recently contained an excellent article on ‘‘ The 
Credit Evil,” which should be printed in leaflet form and distributed among 
loca! agents at Chicago. The credit system at that city is of long standing, 
and is the only evil not remedied by the local association. 


* * * 


THIs morning the Chicago Fire Department were asked to send assistance 
to Hammond, Ind., where fire had broken out in the packing house of Geo. 
W. Hammond & Co., and in the same building in which a $10,000 fire only 
recently occurred. The loss will be close upon $500,000 ; a large portion of 
the insurance is in mutual and outside companies, ‘Too much credit canriot 
be given the Chicago Fire Department for the valuable assistance rendered. 
First Assistant Chief Musham, twenty men and two steamers were dispatched 
by special train, and the distance, twenty-two miles, was made in less than 
thirty minutes. Of the plant totally destroyed is the main ice-house, old 
slaughter house, oleomargarine oil factory, old glue works, engine and boiler- 
house—all brick buildings. A fire wall built between the latter buildings 
and the new slaughter-house and cooling rooms helped save the latter. The 
ice-house and sheds on the east were also saved. At nine o'clock the river, 
covered with tallow and oil, took fire. Chief Musham and his men showed 
the Hammond people how to extinguish such a fire, and saved the ice- 
houses, etc. D. W. S. 

CuIcaGo, August 10, 1889. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





Insurance in Iowa. 


From the report of Auditor James A. Lyons of Iowa we extract the following 
review of the insurance business transacted in that State in 1888 ; 
FIRE BusINEss. 

One hundred and twelve fire insurance companies and one joint stock live 
stock insurance company were authorized to do business in the State during 
the year 1888 ; 10 Iowa joint stock companies and 5 Iowa mutual companies, 
75 joint stock companies and 2 mutual companies of other States, and 
20 United States branches of foreign companies. There were also g compa- 
nies authorized to do other than fire or life business, and 114 mutual fire and 
tornado associations transacting business in this State, as authorized under 


“section 1160 of the code. 


Since the last report was submitted from this department, the following fire 
insurance companies have been admitted to do business in this State, viz. : 
Empire State, New York, N. Y., with paid-up capital of $200,000 ; Security, 
New Haven, Conn., with paid-up capital of $250,000; Merchants and Manu- 
facturers Mutual Fire Association, Clinton, Ia., mutual; Mutual Guaranty 











THE 


Fire, Clinton, Ia., mutual, and Citizens Mutua] of Waterloo, Ia., mutual. 
* 
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The following companies have ceased to do business in the State since the 
last report, viz.: Boatmans Fire and Marine, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Fire Insur- 
ance Association, United States branch, New York; Iloward, New York ; 
Insurance Company of Dakota, Sioux Falls, Da.; Louisville Underwriters, 
Louisville, Ky. 

All of these companies reinsured their risks in this State and voluntarily 
withdrew, except the Insurance Company of Dakota. The affairs of that 
company got into such a condition that I did not believe it to be a safe com- 
pany for the people of this State to insure in, and I therefore revoked its 
certificate to do business in this State. The company has since gone into 
the hands of a receiver and its affairs wound up. 


LIFE AND ACCIDENT COMPANIES. 


There were 27 life companies, 2 of which, the Travelers and Pacific 
Mutual, do an accident business also, and 1, the Standard Accident, that 
does exclusively an accident business in this State. Of this number, 4 are 
Iowa companies, I joint stock and 3 mutuals, * * * 

Since the last report was submitted from this department the following life 
companies have been granted a certificate of authority to transact their appro- 
priate business in this State.: Commercial Union Life, New York, N. Y., 
with paid-up capital of $125,000, and the Register Life and Annuity of 
Davenport, Ia., a mutual company, 


* 


ASSESSMENT INSURANCE, 


There were 31 mutual benefit associations doing business on the assessment 
plan, authorized to transact business in the State during the year 1888, 

Of this number 18 were Iowa associations, including one assessment live 
stock association. At the date of issuing this report only 30 have been 
granted certificates of authority to do business in the State during the year 
188. * * * 

Of the mutual benefit associations doing business in this State in 1888, the 
Citizens Mutual Life Association of Minneapolis, Minn., has voluntarily 
withdrawn, and has made no application for a renewal of its certificate of 
authority for the current year. 

The Union Labor Accident Association of Marshalltown, Ia., on or about 
January 1, 1889, by a vote of 116 members from a total membership of 183, 
resolved to surrender its charter and cease its corporate existence. 

The Marshalltown Life Benefit Association of Marshalltown, Ia., has made 
no report of its condition December 31, 1888, and at this date is winding up 
its affairs preparatory to surrendering its charter. 

Pending an investigation of the affairs and condition of the Mutual Benefit 
Life Association of America, New York, N. Y., by the Insurance Commis- 
siéner of New York, the certificate of authority to that association has not 
been renewed for the current year. 

This branch of life insurance business has expanded very materially in Iowa 
since the law of 1886, governing life insurance on the assessment plan, was 
enacted. The associations authorized by this department to do business have, 
as a rule, given satisfaction to their members, and this office has had very 
few complaints within the past year laid before it as to the failure of associa- 
tions to pay death losses. 

From all the information I have been able to obtain, I am of the opinion 
that the associations have met their losses promptly and that their dealings 
with members have been honest and equitable. There is a class of associa- 
tions, however, known as fraternais that I desire to call your attention to. 
These fraternal associations are a law unto themselves, and under the exemp- 
tion clause of section 21, chapter 65, laws of the twenty-first general assembly, 
which, when enacted, was only intended to apply to actual fraternal organiza- 
tions, there has sprung up all over the country assessment insurance associa- 
tions with some little minutia of the fraternal associations attached, and 
these institutions, which are without standing or reliability among true fra- 
ternal societies, are working in every conceivable manner in this State to 
obtain the people’s money. Such well-known fraternal societies as the 
Northwestern Masonic Aid of Chicago, IIl.; the Covenant Mutual Benefit 
(Odd Fellows) of Galesburg, Ill.; the United States Masonic Benevolent 
Association of Council Bluffs, Ia., and the Order of Railway Conductors of 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., have complied with the law; also several other associa- 
tions of same character have made application to comply. 

I would, therefore, recommend that the law be so amended as to require 
all associations organized under the laws of this State to make a report of 
their financial condition, upon blanks furnished by this department, to this 
office, paying the same fees for said report as other associations are required 
to pay, and that they be subject to examination by this office as other associa- 
tions doing an assessment insurance business are, 

I would also recommend that the law be so amended as to require all fra- 
ternal associations or societies organized under the laws of any other State or 
country to comply with the laws governing assessment insurance before such 
associations are allowed to do business in Lowa. 

These requirements are made in a number of States, and I can see no good 
reason why Iowa should not be up with her sister States in a matter of such 
vital importance as this is to a class of citizens who depend largely upon the 
accumulations thus made for the protection of their families in the event of 
death. 

For the year 1889, there have been issued, up to the date of this report, 
certificates of authority to transact fire insurance business to 114 fire insurance 
companies, 17 of which are Iowa companies. 

This shows a total increase of two fire companies receiving certificates from 
this office over the total number of last year. There is, however, an increase 


SPECTATOR. 





| Thursday, 


of three Iowa companies over the total number of Iowa companies of last 
year. 

One hundred and fourteen mutual fire and tornado associations, operating 
under section 1160 of the Code, are transacting business in the State this yc 
an increase of nine over last year. 

Last year but twenty-seven life insurance companies were authorized to do 
business in this State, while for this year there has been authorized twenty- 
nine, an increase of two companies. Of the assessment insurance associations 
there is one less authorized to do business in the State this year than there was 
last. All other companies remain the same as last year. 

I deem it a pleasure to report that the transactions of companies authorized 
to do business in Iowa during the past year have been of a character 
to create confidence in the people as to the integrity and fair dealing of the 
companies, and that this office has been in receipt of very few complaints as 
to the companies’ actions in the payment of losses. It is also a pleasure to 
state that Iowa companies heretofore doing a brokerage business in other States 
without complying with those States have, as I am informed, almost entirely 
ceased to do such business and are confining their work to States in which 
they are legally authorized to do business. 


During the year 1888 the fire insurance business transacted in Iowa was as 
follows: Iowa companies: Amount of risks written, $68,218,440 ; premiums 
received, $1,447,834 ; losses paid, $427,967 ; losses incurred, $421,445 ; ratio of 
losses paid to premiums, 29.5. Other than Iowa companies: Risks written, 
$132,660,776 ; premiums received, $1,831,190 ; losses paid, $681,589; losses 
incurred, $578,314 ; ratio of losses to premiums, 37.2. Total business done 
Risks written, $200,879,216 ; premiums re- 


losses incurred, $999,759; 


in the State by all companies : 
ceived, $3,279,023; losses paid, $1,109,556; 
ratio of losses paid to premiums, 33.8. 

The old line life and accident companies wrote in Iowa during 1888 new 
business to the amount of $17,373,201, and had in force at the close of the 
year, $53,622,114. 
losses of $495,522. 
38.3. 


They received in premiums, $1,291,851, and incurred 
The ratio of losses incurred to premiums received was 





Practical Experience of a Life Insurance Solicitor. 


AN active solicitor for lite insurance meets a good many men; and if he takes 
everything that comes (from one corner to another, and so on, from block to 
block) he'll come in contact with all sorts and kinds. Those who think that 
one’s applying for insurance demonstrates a want of faith in the Lord to pro- 
vide are not as plenty now as they used to be. But the biped (it’s a libel on 
the race to call him a man) who says that he has no need for insurance, ex- 
plaining that his children can do, in event of his death, as he himself did, and 
his wife—well, she’s young and good-looking and can marry again, and can’t 
see anything in insurance but a provision for her future husband—is to be 
found occasionally. Then there are those who are out of whack in some way, 
either as to physical condition or hazard of occupation, who would take a 
plain life, and apply for it gladly ; but for the reasons above stated they can't 
get it. A man never feels the want of anything quite so keenly as he does 
the thing he can’t get for love or money. 

Then there is the man who was told his policy in this or that mutual com- 
pany would be all paid up and self-sustaining ‘‘ years and years ago” by the 
dividends the company would pay over to him, but for all that he is paying 
his premium right along ; and he’s the man who wonders why anyone should 
think a poet had any license at all in these days, when the agents of such com- 
panies had taken all he could see the whole human race were entitled to. 

Of course I meet®*members of all the various co-operative societies, almost 
all of whom very much desire my opinion as to the particular scheme he has 
adopted as being the best. And he’ll talk about it as ‘* insurance,” and call 
his certificate of membership a ‘‘ policy,” and generally do more toward 
fooling himself than any ten men could, and wonders why I can't see it as he 
does. 

Once in a while I meet a man who knows how to take care of his money 
(at least that’s what he says himself); can figure where he is going to get ten 
per cent right along on it for the next fifty years ; has never taken life insur- 
ance, but understands all about it ; expects to live longer than any life insur- 
ance company ; and does what he can to give me the impression that it will 
be a ‘‘cold day” when he so far forgets himself as to make application for a 
policy. 

And not unfrequently I meet those who are carrying tontine policies ; and 
the innocent candor with which those gentlemen will tell me what they under- 
stand they are going to get, and the variety of opinion they have about the 
same thing, even when insured in the same company and on the same plan, 
proves that even smart and experienced men have plenty of credulity. 

But yesterday afternoon I met a man who has a wonderful family history. 
His mother is alive, and is one of sixteen children, eleven of whom are living, 
and their ages will aggregate 800 years. His mother is eighty-two years old. 
He himself is the eleventh of thirteen children, nine of whom are living, and 
all of whom are married and have families. His father is living and is cighty- 
one. His paternal grandfather and grandmother and his maternal grand- 
mother and great-grandmother were living until recently. His own age Is 
forty-three, and he ishale and hearty. And to carry the figure a little further, 
he told me that his wife’s father and mother had their golden wedding two 
years ago. This man carries nothing but endowment insurance. 
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Now, please, don’t imagine that soliciting life insurance isn't the easiest 
thing an agent has to do, for it is. All an agent has to do who thinks differ- 
ently is to try it, and keep on until he knows how to do that as well as he 
knows how to do anything else connected with life insurance, and he'll like 
that part of it the best.— Chicago General . Agent of the Travelers. 





Henry H. Hyde. 


Tue death of the father years ago and the prominence of the son in later 
times leaves the memory of the former only among the older members of the 
insurance profession ; but he was a notable man and well remembered by 
those who knew him personally—indeed, it could not be otherwise, for he was 
profound in his convictions, strong in his self-assertion, partisan in his adhes- 
ion and intelligent in the presentation of his cause, and that cause was life 
insurance and his company the old Mutual. It is more than thirty years since 
the writer, then a loca] agent in a thriving town in southern Indiana, had a 
brand-new experience touching life insurance. The elder Hyde visited our 
quiet office, and for the first time we heard a man *“* ” He 
he scarcely waited to introduce him- 


talk life insurance. 
was absolutely inspired with his subject ; 
self before he was in the middle of it, and to say that he interested and capti- 
vated a Hoosier agent that day would be a mild statement of the case. Those 
were the days when what little agency system the life companies had was based 
on the practice of the fire. One man could represent as many companies as 
he could get. We held the agencies at that moment of the 4Ztna and the 
Charter Oak, but within thirty minutes Mr. Hyde had so converted us to the 
Mutual that we were ready not only to become a member of that company but 
its agent as well, and within an hour all the arrangements were completed and 
Mr. Hyde departed. We went with him to the door and watched him as far 
as we could see him as he walked towards the ferry. Some hitch in the Louis- 
ville general agency (opposite the town where we then lived) interfered with 
the final consummation of our arrangements, but the sensation made by Mr. 
Hyde’s intense personality and earnest devotion to his business never left us, 
and the impression received that day is as vivid as if only thirty-four minutes 
instead of that many years had elapsed since Henry H. Hyde visited our 


modest insurance agency in New Albany, Ind.— 7he Monitor. 





Death Rate of Assessment Life Associations. 


Tue following tables showing the death rate per 1000 in 1884 and 1888 of 
various fraternal and business assessment life associations appear in The In- 
surance World for August : 

STATE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF UNITED WORKMEN. 




















AVERAGE NUMBER OF | DEATHS PERK 1000 
MEMBERS. MEMBERS. 
STATE. a — ee a 
issa. | 1ss9. | 1584. | 1889. 
| | 
| 

DNR odcviccisanseacussneewosss) 14,265 | 15,095 7.57 12.18 
ES (awe deaede wenn san Oensuwaeeied 3,642 | 3,885 14.52 19 04 
DOR 6nddsdececscesestensencossetsoaee 2,270 | 2,330 | Ir 89 14.16 

| OSS re er ee oe 1,564 | 3,375 447 7-7 
| SES Seiya 2 1,522 1,459 | 15 73 24.67 
New York...... ipebeeeenssseenn Culesoimeews 18,986 | 28,055 8.37 10.01 
| SSEPRERIER EE eee wee 14,675 | 20,235 5.51 10.79 
Missouri..,.... SiN eeceKeaeess 4seesuanenin | 12,179 | 20,241 7-91 12.00 
IIE coco nwakecacsceiuie’ ..se+-| 16,736 | 18,550 8.48 11.37 
SE ati Ss watson paceeeimeman nea ee | 7,981 | 12,929 5.13 6.73 
SRE es eee ee | 2,954 | 5,883 7.34 | 8.32 
PU paces ibabahud sa daeReneee ne 2,005 | 2,257 | 17.45 | 15.06 
0 SER en ees 5,154 6,733 7.37 | 1009 
Georgia, Alabama, PEON. oiisis 08008 1,067 | 1,774 14.05 10.70 
ERNST Sirti PERE CRISES 5,742 12,289 5.39 5.94 
SS RE RE I EE 5.594 13,024 7.15 6.10 
a eeeeae pateaind saben 8,027 15,405 7.84 6.88 
Oregon and Washing on.............+++++- 3.317 4,015 7.23 10.21 
Maryland, New Jersey, Delaware.......... 3,405 5,545 6.16 7.21 
€xas...... insdeysnaeennas ee 1,851 2,307 8.10 15.60 
LSE LEE TTT AL EE SSS 2,348 3,304 8.51 8.62 
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona......------ 1379 3,485 3.62 8.03 
CER VAIS eae ee | 2,420 4,744 3-30 5.48 
General summary. . Sipwebesisiens J 136,909 206,993 7.84 9-72 
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OTHER FRATERNAL SOCIETIES, 








| AVERAGE NuMBER OF DEATHS BER 1000 
ISKS. MEMBERs, 

NAME OF COMPANY. | a 

1884. | ISSS, ISSA. | ISSs. 

— ctinschaahainiiasanisepitiaia ee ae — —_— 
American Legion of Honor ...... coccocsees| §5,019 | 62,194 9-3 13.1 
Catholic Benevolent Legion................ 4,306 14,675 5.62 | 10.6 
Catholic Knights..............+e00.....+--| 11,769 | 16,959 ee 15.3 
Catholic Mutual Benefit...............2++2- | 8,689 | 18,884 8.0 87 
COOGOR PURGES 5 os onic . 5ceccrsssncecss couse | 20,617 | 35,312 7-95 10.3 
Covenant Mutual Benefit.............. | 15,836 28,144 6.5 g.2 
Equitable Aid Union .......... eeundensence | 14,687 21,744 9-3 9:7 

Ancient Order of Foresters. .... kan eaexsoeeel 2,239 2,277 | 12.4 ove 

Golden Chain ..... iinet beRRSESatwene --| 2,461 6,036 6.29 7.91 
oo eee ee | 1,167 1,934 8.5 13.4 
SO CEE oi acnseetiedcnsacceedsaseene | 2,440 5,034 6.9 8.5 
re re rec rre 128,445 125,147 | II. 13.5 
Knights and Ladies of Honor.............. | 2,306 3,305 5.6 7:3 

Knights of Maccabees........coc.cscccscoses | 3,380 8,626 207 5.92 
Knights of Pythias................ goueewsas 26,733 17,658 13.2 13.9 
a re ee 50,767 83,834 7-34 8.5 
ln PER udinesatcabaceder ss) b4s0. 16,176 14,762 Rah 12.1 
BE I in ann ccccstensewesebes | 2,224 | 1,686 | 13.0 15.4 
CMOS PION ssc cesdccivnsss cvessecocvese | 6585 | 19,381 7-74 10.0 





ASSESSMENT LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATIONS, 








AVERAGE NUMBER OF DEATHS PER 1000 





ISKS. MEMBERS, 
NAME OF COMPANY a — 
Iss4 1sss. ISS4. ISS. 
Bankers Life, Iowa......... oe 3,930 9,028 30 5.8 
Bay State Benefit, Massachusetts.....--.-.. 4,845 10,800 7 43 8.3 
Bloomington Mutual Benefit............... 1,779 6,466 5-75 9.0 
Chelsea Mutual Benefit, Massachusetts. ... . 1,050 1,050 38 Il.4 
Cincinnati Life Association, Ohio .......... 584 1,713 5.9 6.4 
——- Reserve Fund, New York..... anf 386 1,409 7:7 171 
Family Fund Society, New York............ | 1,769 1,200 6.5 166 
Fidelity Mutual Life, Pennsylvania......... 3,162 8,786 4-19 6.93 
Golden Eagle Association, New York......- | 627 1,709 5.0 20.2 
Hartford Life and Accident, Connecticut....| 13,953 23,17 g.1 11.2 
Home Benefit Association, New York....... | 2,290 2,600 64 11.6 
Home Benefit Society, New York ....... coo] 5,556 1,594 11.37 16.9 
Keystone Mutual Benefit, Pennsylvania.....; 1.931 1,452 | 11.3 10.0 
Knights Templar and Masonic Mutual, O..| 4,479 5,310 8.48 10.0 
~ and Reserve Association, New York... .| 3,143 5,897 3-7 7.9 
Lynn Odd Fellows, Massachusetts.....--...- 377 327. «15.9 18.0 
Masonic Mutual, Ohio.....----..... boSenss 426 2,443 40 7:9 
Masonic Mutual of Central Illinois......... 4,318 4,602 7.5 16.6 
Masonic Mutual of Central Massachusetts. .| 2,265 2,208 10.9 18.1 
Masonic Benefit Association, Massachusetts.| 9,525 14,769 8.8 12.4 
Mercantile Benefit, New York.. eee] 2,239 2,490 5.2 10.7 
Mutual Benefit Life Association, New York. 1,726 6,014 1.21 9.47 
Mutual Reserve Fund, New York.......... 18,013 45,159 3.1 9.16 
National Benefit, New York.......... coves 786 2,400 4° | 17.0 
New England Mutual Aid, Massachusetts. .. 4,487 1,849 10.4 18.4 
New England Relief Association, ReGs..... | 3,555 3,100 7.0 150 
New York State Mutual Benefit, New York. 2,400 2,747 3.0 9-7 
Northwestern Masonic, Illinois............. | 22,998 44,142 6.13 8.40 
Odd Fellows Mutual, Massachusetts........ | 4,089 3,009 | 11.7 120 
Ohio Valley, West Virginia................ | 1,385 3.330 6.8 8.7 
Pilgrim Fathers, Massachusetts ............ 3,600 8,744 09 .2 
Sagamore Mutual Benefit, Massachusetts...) 1,055 gI19 9.4 13.0 
Security Mutual Benefit, New York......... 616 2,711 3 87 10.7 
Southern Massachusetts Masonic, Mass..... 1,093 1,114 82 8.7 
Southern Tier Masonic, New York......... 4,834 2,405 19.0 23.2 
Union Mutual, Michigan ............++---- | 2,240 2,264 5.82 11.32 
Western Union, Michigan............---++- | 2,623 5,081 7.62 12.9 
Wisconsin Odd Fellows, Wisconsin ........ 7,302 7,900 | 10.7 12.5 








Accident Underwriters in Session. 
THE accident section of the Mutual Life and Accident Underwriters met at 
the Brighton Beach Hotel, Coney Island, Tuesday afternoon, David Murray 
called the convention to order. Special subjects to be considered were the 
reports of the committees on statistics and on the rebate evil. 
The following persons were present at the meeting : 


MEMBERS. 


Frank K, Kohler, secretary, the Peoples Mutual Accident Insurance Asso- 
ciation, Pittsburgh ; K. C. Atwood, secretary, and George W, Sill, Preferred 
Mutual Accident Association, New York; A. N. Lockwood, president, and 
W. W. Dodge, New York; John R 


Stone, secretary, Travelers Preferred Accident Association, Chicago ; William 


secretary, Provident Fund Society, 


Bro. Smith, counsel, United States Mutual Accident Association, New York ; 
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John N. Kamping, counsel, Womens Mutual Insurance and Accident Com- 
pany, New York ; C. L. Tompkins, secretary, American Accident Indemnity 
Association, New York ; W. J. Johnston, secretary, American Mutual Acci- 
dent Afsociation, Nashville ; James B. Arnold, secretary, and David Murray, 
counsel, Equitable Accident Association, Binghamton, N. Y.; Charles T. 
Hopper, secretary, the New York Accident Insurance Company, New York ; 
Hi. W. K. Cutter, president, and T. S. Quincey, secretary, Mutual Accident 
Association of the Northwest, Chicago; Joseph I. Barton, president, National 
Accident Society, New York. 
INSURANCE JOURNALS, 

C. C. Hine, The Insurance Monitor ; Ed P. Ackerman, Our Society Jour- 
nal; Alfred Q. Cole, The Guardian ; Max Cohen, Views; J. G. Bergstresser, 
The Insurance World; A. L. J. Smith, THE SPECTATOR, 

The committee on statistics reported a form of blank to be used by the 
various associations for collating and reporting exposures, rate of indemnity, 
claims paid according to occupations, etc., which, after discussion, was 
adopted by the convention. At the top of the blank the words appear : 
‘** Report by Company on actual claims for injuries effected 
through external, violent and accidental means during twelve months expiring 








December 31, 18—.”’ The headings of the columns from left to right read : 
‘*Occupations. No. insured. No. months insured. Rate of indemnity. No. 
of claims paid. Total number of weeks for which indemnity was paid. 
Average period of disability. 
ments and dues received. Death losses. 
will be made by each association in the convention to Mr. Barnard, the secre» 
tary of the executive committee of the Mutual Life and Accident Under- 


Total assess- 


Total amount paid for claims. 


Loss of limbs or eyes.” The report 


writers, on or before January 1 of each year. 

The report of the committee on the rebate evil was then taken up for dis- 
cussion. ~The report was read : 

Your committee to consider the rebate evil begs leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved, That your committee would respectfully recommend that the cer- 
tificate tec be fixed at three dollars, and that an additional payment of two dol- 
lars for expense fund be required to be paid within ten days from date of certifi- 
cate. 

Resolved further, that the members of this convention enter into an agree- 
ment to discharge any agent who shall be found to be guilty of rebating any 
part of the membership fee to an applicant for insurance, 

The 


rebating the member- 


A lively debate ensued which occupied several hours, associations 


have tired of the practice of agents in 
ship fee, thus giving the 
date of taking out the policy and the collection of the 


The discussion of this subject necessarily brought up the criti- 


grown 
insured insurance for nothing between the 
first assess- 
ment. 
cism made on the present plans of the various associations in respect to the 
fact that in the early life of the policy, the association itself receives no com- 
pensation for the insurance given, the agent receiving as his commission the 
full membership fee. Experience proves that many losses occur during the 
early months on policies which contribute nothing to the association, <A reso- 
lution was offered that one assessment should be paid within ten days from the 
date of the policy, but it was not put to vote. The debate showed that there 
was considerable difference of views on this important subject among mem- 
bers, and when the meeting adjourned for the day, neither the report nor any 
amendatory resolutions had been adopted. 

During the session Mr. Hine of The Monitor addressed the convention on a 
plan of interchanging rejected risks through his office, but no action was 
taken. The convention met on Wednesday and continued the consideration 


of the rebate question. 





An Exciting Fire at Sea. 


Co.umbus O'D. LEE of Baltimore, who was a passenger on board the steamer 
Alliance from New York for Rio, in a letter from the latter place, gives a 
graphic account of a fire on shipboard, They left l’ernambucco on Sunday, 
July 7. On the following night fire was discovered between decks, near the 
engine room, in 1000 bales of cotton and 400 barrels of rum, the first inti- 
mation being an explosion of rum. Capt. Boors ordered the boats lowered, 
and 120 lives were afloat. At daylight all were taken aboard again, although 
the fire was still raging. 

Bahia was reached on the gth, the crew being kept at work throwing over- 
board cotton and rum, the coal heavers being kept there at the point of the 
pistol. A hole was drilled through the iron partition and the carpenter held 
the water pipe, with the result that he has become blind, The passengers 
behaved splendidly, not a man, woman or child betraying the least fear. 
Eignt hundred and four dollars was contributed to go to the officers and crew. 
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| Thursday, 


MERE MENTION. 





—The Armstrong Fire has entered Colorado. 

—Fort Wayne, Ind., has suffered a $165,000 loss. 

—The Firemans of Newark has withdrawn from Indiana. 

—The Montreal fire losses during July amounted to $54,874. 

—A new insurance company is being formed at Stratford, Ont. 

—New water-works, to cost $1,500,000, will be constructed at Allegheny 
City, Pa. 

—A semi-annual dividend of four per cent has been declared by the New 
York Fire. 

—The Manufacturers Mutual Fire of Louisville will begin writing policies 
September I. 

—The West Coast Fire and Marine is reported as having gained entrance to 
Rhode Island. 

—Seattle, Wash., will raise $1,000,000 for the construction of a new water 
supply system. 

—Secretary J. H. Beattie of the Amazon Fire of Cincinnati was in New 
York this week. ‘ 

—Additional hydrants for fire protection are said to be greatly needed 
at Auburn, R. I. 

—The insurance loss in the Spokane Falls (Wash.) fire is reported as 
amounting to $2,350,000. 

—The Armstrong Fire Insurance Company of New York has made appli- 
cation to enter Louisiana. 

—The American and Newark Fire, both of Newark, are said to be extend- 
ing their agency operations. 

—The resignation of the North British and Mercantile from the New 
Orleans compact is announced, 

—lIt is reported that a life assurance company with a capital of $750,000 is 
being formed at Lincoln, Neb. 

—Advices from Athens state that Cretan Mussulmans recently burned over 
Too houses in a village near Canea, 

—The judgment for libel of R. D. Alliger against The Brooklyn Eagle has 
been affirmed by the Supreme Court. 

—Donald C. Edwards has been appointed secretary of the new Eastern 
Assurance Company at Halifax, N.S. 

—The Kentucky and Tennessee League will hold its annual meeting at 
Louisville on the second Tuesday in September. 

—The Standard Fire of Kansas City has been admitted to Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Minnesota, Nebraska and Wisconsin. 

—Frank A. Stone, the boot manufacturer of Holliston, Mass., who was 
charged with arson, has been tried and acquitted. 

—The Johnstown (Pa.) authorities have petitioned the rclief commission for 
five new fire engines to protect the town against fire. 

—Hon. Jonathan Bourne of New Bedford, president of the Bristol County 
Mutual Fire, died, last week, of a stroke of paralysis. 

—W. B. McCutcheon, an old and well-known fire insurance surveyor of 
New York, died last week at the age of eighty-seven. 

—R. C. Oehmler, Pittsburgh manager for the Germania Life, was thrown 
from his horse some days since and fractured his skuil. 

—There were sixty-eight alarms of fire in Boston during the month of 
July. The losses were $76,104 ; insured for $444,648. 

—The appointment of a receiver for the Continental Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Michigan City, Ind., has been applied for. 

—Joseph J. Fischer has been elected president of the German Insurance 
Company of Louisville, to succeed the late Francis Reidhar. 

—During the second quarter of 1889 there were in New York city 669 fires, 
with a loss of $2,881,168. 


--We have received from the Insurance Superintendent of Ohio a bound 


The uninsured loss was $385,997. 


copy of Part IT. of lis report for 1888, covering life assurance. 
—John M. Cartwell of Louisville, who accidentally shot himself dead 


August 4, carried life and accident policies to the amount of $70,000. 


—The heirs of Col. Charles F. Hatch of Minneapolis, who killed himself 
in his office at Minneapolis in April, have brought suit for an aggregate 


THE 


amount of $21,000 against the life assurance companies in which Hatch held 
The companies refuse to pay on the ground of suicide. 
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policies. 
—The Boston Protective Department during July did 59% hours of fire 
duty and 812% hours watch duty. The covers spread numbered 198. 
—Whittington King, who is said to have been the oldest insurance agent in 
the country, died at Lexington, Ky., recently at the age of eighty-two. 
—John F. McCarron of The Australasian Insurance and Banking Record of 
Melbourne passed through New York last week on his way to Great Britain. 
—IK. K. Kohler, secretary of the Peoples Mutual Accident of Pittsburgh, 
who wasin New York recently, has appointed C. M. Vredenberg agent here. 


—The deaths by lightning in England and Wales during the years 1852 to 
1880, inclusive, numbered 546, of which 442 were of males and 104 of females. 


—Two men were killed and several others wounded, August 3, by the 
premature explosion of a blast at the Fatlard coal works, near Clarksburg, W. 
Va. 

—Every manufactory in the town of Ripley, O., was burned August 2. 
The loss is estimated at $200,000, and 300 men are thrown out of employ- 
ment. 

—German fire underwriters are discussing a proposal to rate dwellings in 
which there are no young children on a lower basis than those containing 
children. 

—Among the visitors to New York this week was Samuel Y. Tupper, Jr., 
State agent of the Phenix of Brooklyn for Virginia and North and South 
Carolina, 

—The property of the Standard Live Stock Insurance Company of Read- 
ing, Pa., was sold out by the sheriff on August 1. It consisted of some old 
office furniture. 

—We are indebted to Insurance Superintendent C. P. Ellerbe of Missouri 
for a bound copy of the first part of his report, covering the fire and marine 
business of 1888. 

—Holdredge, Neb., was left without light or water the other day. The 
city refused to live up to its contract with the water company, and the latter 
stopped its pumps. 

—Four persons were killed and two injured at Buffalo, N. Y., August 7, 
by an explosion of gas on a naphtha launch and the subsequent burning of the 
boat house in which it lay. 

—The New York fire commissioners have awarded the contract for the 
engine and auxiliary machinery for the new fire boat to William Brown and 
Alexander Miller at $23,650. 

—Alexander McKnight has resigned the position of superintendent of 
agencies of the Fidelity Mutual Life, to become manager for the Phiadelphia 
Mutual Accident Association. 

—The funeral of the late Edmund Driggs, president of the Williamsburgh 
City Insurance Company, took place on Thursday of last week. He was 
interred at Cypress Hills cemetery. 

—A number of improvements will be made in the Louisville (Ky.) Fire De- 
partment. 
the fire alarm wires replaced by new ones. 


Several new companies, it is expected, will be established and 


—The tariff rate on Goetter, Weil & Co. of Montgomery, Ala., is two and 
three-quarters, and yet in recent weeks this risk has been hawked about New 
York and accepted, we are informed, by several companies at one and one- 
half. 


—Upon trying to make a test of its sprinklers recently, a manufacturing 
company at Lowell, Mass., found the tank from which the water supply was 
supposed to be drawn, entirely empty. How long it had been so does not 
appear, 

—A gasoline stove exploded at Baltimore the other day in a house in which 
He shouldered the stove and ran 
The blazing gasoline ran over his person, burning him, it is 


John Myers, a carpenter, was working. 
into the street. 
feared, fatally. 


—The removal of the overhead telegraph wires on Broadway below Fulton 
street, New York, was begun on Sunday, and is going steadily on. Already 
the wide thoroughfare looks lighter, and this week will probably see all but 
the electric light wires removed. 

—The American Insurance Company of Newark is extending its agency 
system somewhat, having recently entered West Virginia, and being about to 
enter Washington and Montana. ‘Ihe company has not concluded to enter 
Louisiana or other Southern States at present, although it has the subject un- 
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der advisement. P. L. Hoadley, secretary of the agency department, will, by 
the extension of the agency system, have increased responsibilities, but Mr. 
Hoadley is a man possessing the ability to keep widening his sphere. 

—S. Maverick is president and S. D. Scudder secretary of the Texas Fire 
and Marine, the company recently started at San Antonio, Tex. The capi- 
tal stock is $1,000,000, and the board of directors includes a number of well- 
known San Antonio business men. 

—During the first six months of this year the San Francisco Fire Under- 
writers Inspection Bureau inspected 7825 buildings, published 151 special 
hazard surveys, located 38 gasoline stoves, tested 35 oil samples and surveyed 
2291 buildings for the Pacific Insurance Union. 

—When will some towns learn the folly of taking firemen and horses away 
from the engine-houses to do outside work! Now it is Paterson, N. J., 
where the horses, drivers and tillermen of the department are to be set 
to work with street sprinklers watering the streets, 


—S. Haack, proprietor of the Central House at Cumberland, Wis., has 
been arrested and lodged in jail charged with hiring two men to fire the hotel. 
There was an insurance of $1500 on the place, and the men alleged that he 
paid one $200 to set the fire and the other $50 to keep still. 

—The Standard’s estimate of the July fire losses in the United States alone 
is $10,190,000, and of the total for the elapsed seven months, $68,512,000. 
The Commercial Bulletin’s estimate for July for the United States and Canada 
is $11,020,500, and for the elapsed seven months, $75,306,500. 

—At Pittsburgh last Friday while workmen were testing a thirty-inch natural 
gas main by means of condensed air, the main exploded while under a pres- 
sure of seventy-five pounds to the square inch. The flying timbers and debris 
killed two men outright and badly injured fifteen others, two of them fatally. 

—The Provident Savings Life Assurance Society of New York has recently 
entered Canada and British Columbia, and has established agencies at Mon- 
ireal, Toronto, London, Winnipeg Victoria, Sheppard 
Homans having appointed the agent at the last named place on his way to 
Alaska, where he is at present. 


and President 


— The Glasgow and London Insurance Company, which some weeks since 
caused the arrest of its Toronto city agent on a charge of embezzlement, 
withdrew tke charge, paid Mr. Browne's expenses, and the accused gentleman 
was honorably discharged, to the gratification of his many friends. The 
officers of the company had been ‘‘ too previous.” 

—At a meeting of the directors of the Williamsburgh City Insurance Com- 
pany on Friday last, Marshall S. Driggs was unanimously elected president, 
to succeed his father, the late Edmund Driggs. ‘The new president has been 
since 1867 chairman of the finance committee of the company and during 
the past few years has been at various times acting president. 

—George Miller and Edward Leclaire of Brownston, Mich,, loved the same 
girl. When the school house was 
burned recently one Holmes was arrested charged with starting the fire, and 
testified that Miller gave him $25 to burn the building so that the teacher 
should be thrown out of employment and lose his chances with the girl. 


Leclaire was the village schoolmaster. 


—The Macon Telegraph of August 9 devotes half a column to a descrip- 
tion of the rise and progress of the Macon Fire Insurance Company, of which 
it says: ‘* By honesty and fair dealing with its policyholders and the prompt 
adjustment and payment of its losses, its enviable reputation, both at home 
and abroad, has been gained, and its business brought up to its present splen- 
did condition,” 

—Octave Meunier, agent at Quebec for the Citizens Insurance Company of 
Montreal and the Agricultural of Watertown, who fled from Canada in May 
leaving his accounts about $30c0 short, has been arrested at Albany. He had 
given a bond of $5000 to each company, but the persons whose names appear 
on the bonds claim that their signatures were forged. He has been taken 
back to Canada, 

—A singular combination of accidents occurred at Punxsutawny, Pa., a 
One Moses Elrich while driving his team of horses down a 
Lean- 


few days since. 
steep hill, espied a large horse-fly on the back of one of the animals. 
ing forward to brush it off he fell to the ground and broke his neck, while the 
frightened horses ran away, and striking a fence one of them broke his leg and 
had to be killed. 

—Several residents of Johnstown, Pa., had their windows insured in the 
Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company of New York for an aggregate of 
$2056. The glass was destroyed by the flood, and although the company 
does not insure against loss by earthquake or inundation, it promptly for- 
warded to each policyholder as a gratuity a sum equal to the loss. In a letter 
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recounting these facts, these policyholders say that ‘‘ this action on the part 
of Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company in thus remembering their patrons 
as having the first claim upon their generosity and sympathy calls for this 
expression of thanks, and our hearty recommendation of the company and 
best wishes for its future success.” 

—An instance of a fire self-extinguished occurred at Sheffield on the 4th 
ult. The fire was caused by the ignition of an escape of gas. The gas-pipe, 
being of lead, had gradually melted, and the flames assumed considerable 
proportions, Before much damage was done, however, the heat melted a 
contiguous water pipe, which held the fire in check till the arrival of the 
local brigade.— 7he Fireman, London. 

—Over two years ago the Muscatine (Ia.) Lumber Company’s property 
was burned, it is alleged, by sparks from a locomotive of the Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pacific Railroad Company. The fire insurance companies paid 
the loss to the lumbermen and sued the railroad company. 
has just been effected, by which the railroad company pays to the fire compa- 


A compromise 


nies forty per cent of the amount paid by them to the insured, and, in addi- 
tion, reimburses the latter to the extent of forty per cent of the uninsured loss. 


—The house of Mr. 
Canadian exchange, struck by lightning recently. 
of the east end, it knocked off several of the ornamental stones of the 
The last papering on the walls 


gryson, M. P., at Coulonge, was, according to a 
Entering by the chimney 


chimney top, then descending to the parlor. 
was done upona former paper. ‘The under paper was profusely flowered 
in gilt. ‘The electric fluid followed round every turn and twist of the 
delicate tracery of the under paper and exposed it to view by burning off 
made the circuit of the 


that by which it had been covered. The current 


four walls on the gilt paper borderings.” 


—Water as an extinguisher of the flames of blasts in mines has been applied 
in a novel manner—as a powdered solid—in a form of explosive devised by 
E. Muller of Cologne. 
suitable explosive agents with which certain water-containing salts—such as 
Grisonite 


This substance is called grisonite, and consists of 


carbonate of soda and sulphate of magnesia—are incorporated. 
with 50 per cent of carbonate of soda contains 30 per cent of water, and with 
sulphate of magnesia in like proportions, 25 per cent. Experiments under 
the most dangerous conditions have proven that the flames are quenched, and 
that this material is both safe and efficient. 

—An important work which has just been set about by the Connecticut 
State Board of Health is the investigation by experts of the qualities of the 
water supplies of a number of different towns. These investigations will be 
made each month and will continue over a period of two years, the expenses 
being paid from an appropriation already made. The supplies to be exam- 
ined will be those of Middletown, New Haven, Norwich, Willimantic, Meri- 
den, Thomaston, New Britain, Rockville, Danbury, Waterbury, Hartford, 
Winsted, West Haven and Stamford. 
subject in each State would be productive of much good from a sanitary 


Such thorough investigation of this 


point of view. 

—The ease with which a panic may be accidentally and causelessly started 
among a theatre audience was shown sometime since in an English playhouse. 
In the course of her part an actress had occasion to call her maid, and shouted 
from the wings, ‘‘ Maria.” Mistaking the name fora cry of “fire,” several 
excitable persons jumped from their seats, and in a moment the whole audi- 
ence was rushing for the doors. Such occurrences as this lend great weight 
to the importance of a thorough training-of the ushers and other theatre em- 
ployees. The efforts of a few cool, experienced and determined men have 
before now prevented many an entirely unnecessary panic and averted much 
loss of life and suffering. 

—W. G. Cain & Son of Tyler, Tex., have secured the general agency of 
the Southern California Insurance Company of Los Angeles, for Arkansas. 
In a letter announcing their appointment the firm calls attention to the fact 
that ‘‘ by the laws of California each stockholder is individually bound for any 
liability of the company organized under the laws to the full extent of the 
paid-up and subscribed stuck. Hence, if the stockholders be worth $1,000,000 
or $2,000,000, the company is good for this amount.” W. G. Cain & Son 
have already appointed the following agents for the Southern California at 
the places named below: A. L. Malone, Jonesboro; Ben M. Hagey, Para- 
gould; P. Raleigh & Co., Little Rock; John J. Sumpter & Co., Hot 
Springs ; J. H. Vandyke, Nashville; S. L. Ingalls, Augusta; C. Sharun, 
Portia. 

—The agitation regarding the impurity of water from the Schuylkill and 
Delaware rivers, which has been shown to be the cause of much of the 
typhoid fever prevailing in Philadelphia, has driven many people in the 
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Twenty-second, Twenty-third, Eighteenth and Nineteenth wards, and in the 
First and Twenty-sixth wards in the lower part of the city, to resort to old 
pumps for a supply of water from wells. These wells were long since 
abandoned, having been condemned by the Board of Health on account of 
cesspool drainage which may convey to the wells the same elements of danger 
that exist in the polluted Schuylkill. 
follow unless the authorities take steps to destroy this new source of danger 


It is feared that serious results will 


and provide wholesome water, which would remove the temptation to use 
other than hydrant water. 


—An international congress for the prevention of accidents will convene in 
Paris, from September 9 to 14. It will stand in connection with the exhibi- 
tion, and will work in two sections, one of which will occupy itself with acci- 
dents as viewed from the standpoints of legislative action, statistics and 
economy, while the second will treat the technical questions of prevention of 
accidents. For instance, a 
report on the Berlin exposition for the prevention of accidents ; a lecture on 


Addresses will be delivered by prominent men. 


the statistics of accidents ; their questions and results, and a discourse on 
voluntary and obligatory insurance against accidents. Among the lecturers 
engaged are the president of the congress, Lindner ; Professor Emile Muller, 
Professor Luzzati of Padua, Numa Droz, Toqué, Professor Dejace of Liittich, 


Beziat d’ Audilbert and the Elsation Bodenheimer. 


—A curious case in which an incendiary was accidentally detected was told 
us recently by a gentleman who had spent some time in South Africa. He 
was living in a place a few miles from Cape Town, and belonged to the local 
fire department. One night they were called out to a blaze in a wooden 
hotel, and managed, after a hard fight, to save it. The fire having been put 
out, the proprietor, with many expressions of gratitude, called all hands in 
for refreshments. Tired and thirsty, our friend picked up a glass, dipped it 
into a water pail and proceeded to rinse his mouth, only to find that the 
bucket contained illuminating oil. One look at the face of the proprietor, 
who had heard his exclamation of disgust, told him the story. It was found 
that the tenants had liberally sprinkled the stuff about and, when supposed to 
have been throwing water on the flames, had been in reality quietly feeding 
them with oil. But for the fireman’s opportune thirst the cause of the fire 


might never have been explained. 


—A dispatch from San Bernardino, Cal., says: ‘‘ James Tigh, of the 
party arrested on Tuesday last charged with setting fire to the Arizona saloon 
at the depot in January last, by which some twenty-two buildings were 
burned, made a confession this morning stating that Tyley and Myers hired 
him to fire the building, and were to pay him the sum of $250 for the busi- 
ness, but they have never paid him yet. One week ago Tyley offered him 
$50 to set fire to the Calico saloon, which was burned on Tuesday last, 
but, owing to an officer standing in front of the saloon early ‘Tuesday 
morning, he hecame frightened and did not set the building on fire. Tyley 
and Myers went out to Rable Springs and stayed all night in order to prove 
an alibi, and came back in the morning to find that the building had not been 
burned, Tyley then set it on fire himself, after cursing Tigh for cowardice. 
The firebugs who set fire to the houses on First street Thursday night have 
not yet been apprehended, although the officers are on a hot trail, and the 


’ 


arrest is now only a matter of a few hours.’ 





AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

—J. F. Catlin of Danville, Va., State agent for the Armstrong Fire. 

—Anthony Sweeney, general agent of the Armstrong Fire, at Denver, Col 

—D. W. Bennett, agent for the Peoples Fire of New Hampshire, at Boston. 

—J. F. Chute of Portland, Me., general agent for Maine of the Provident Savings 
Life. 

—C. M. Vredenberg, agent of the Peoples Mutual Accident of Pittsburgh, at 
New York. 

—Charles Matthews of Atlanta, Ga., special agent in the South for the West- 
chester Fire. 

—Benjamin Franklin of Pittsburgh, Pa., general agent of the Brooklyn Life, for 
Western Pennsylvania. 

—W.G. Cain & Son of Tyler, Tex., general agents for Arkansas for the Southern 
California of Los Angeles. 

—J. M Sears, agent for the American Surety Company, and Exchange Fire 
of New York, at Cincinnati, O. 

—Maury & Donnelly of Baltimore, Md., managers for the American St« umboiler 
Insurance Company for Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia 
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Figency Wants. 


Prominent Agents and Brokers. 





—— 





ANTED.—GENERAL AND SPECIAL AGENTS 

in New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, by the Brooklyn Life Insurance 

This company is of the best repute, and easy to work, and its TERM RATES are 
Apply at the offices, 


Company. 
a special feature. 
51 LIBERTY STREET, New York Ciry. 


GOOD AGENTS WANTED 


TO WORK THE 


RENEWABLE TERM PLAN 


—-WHICH IS 





The SAFEST, the CHEAPEST, and the FAIREST ‘contract 
of Life Insurance attainable. 


PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Home Office, 120 Broadway, N. Y. 
WM. E. STEVENS, Sec. SHEPPARD HOMANS, Pres. 


ACCIDENT INSURANCE AT ACTUAL COST 
ACTIVE AND RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED 


——BY THE—— 


Provident Fund Society 





Liberal terms to the right men. Plain and equitable contract with members, 
presenting all the best features of accident insurance. Address 


A. N, LOCKWOOD, President, 
280 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY. 


THE HOME LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK. 





The attention of general agents who wish exclusive control of territory, 
contract direct with the Home Office, and full compensation, so as to be en- 
abled to build up a permanent income, is called to the Home Life Insurance 
Company of New York. 

Any of the following fields can now be obtained by the right men: 
Northern Ohio, Northern Indiana, South Half of Illinois, Eastern and 
Middle Tennessee ; States of Iowa, Dakota, Washington. and Territories of 
Wyoming, Utah and Idaho. 

Applications for above should be addressed to 


EDGAR H. KELLOGG, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF AGENCIES, 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


EHM & VAN DEINSE, INSURANCE AGENTS 

and Brokers, Indianapolis, Ind. Insurance effected in any part of the United 

States. Correspondence solicited. Applications for the German Insurance and Savings 
Institution of Quincy, IIL, should be referred to this office. 





ELSON & RAINE, GENERAL INSURANCE 

Agents, Successors to G. D. Raine, Memphis, Tenn., representing North British 

and Mercantile and American companies, including T: State ¢ Surplus 
lines placed. Correspondence solicited. 








Georce H, Leonarp, Horace Moovy 


LEONARD & MOODY, 


INSURANCE IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 


15 Cortlandt St., and 5 Cotton Exchange Building, N. Y. City ; Radford Building, Yonkers, 
N.Y. Members of the Metropolitan Board of Fire Insurance Brokers and Marine Board 
Brokers, New York. Agents at Yonkers, N. Y., Alliance Ins. Ass'n, N. Y.; Queen and 
Imperial Insurance Cos , London, Eng.; Rochester German Fire Ins. Co., N. Y ; ‘Travelers 
Life and Accident Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn. Correspondence solicited from first-clas 


companies writing surplus lines. Telephone Call, New 334. 





EORGE H. BINNEY, 
insurance Agent and Broker, 


65 KILBY STREET, - - - - - - - BOSTON. 


New England Manager and Local Agent for Leading Fire and Marine In- 


surance Companies. 





OX & MEEKER, INSURANCE AGENTS AND 
Brokers, 205 Keith and Perry Building, Kansas City, Mo. 
Insurance placed in reliable companies on good mercantile and manufacturing risks 
Correspondence solicited. 





CHaAkLes TREDICK, ESTABLISHED 1869. W. C. Bennerr. 
HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 
and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Special attention given to 
placing Surplus tines 





E. LOWE, FIRE INSURANCE AGENCY, 
e Nos. 31 and 33 Pine Street, New York. Special facilities for placing large lines, 


Equitable rates. Reliable companies. 





INSURANCE BROKER. 
NEW YORK. 


OHN I. COVINGTON, 
4s BROADWAY, - - - - = - 


AMES M. LEWIS, BROKER IN INSURANCE, 
Agent and Adjuster, 


No. 67 LIBERTY STREET, - - - - 


NEW YORK. 
Licensed by Insurance Department to deal with non-admitted companies. 


Surplus Insurance on approved risks located with promptness, with sound loss-pay:ng 
companies only. 








Prominent Agencies at Chicago. 








1825, THE 


ENNSYLVANIA FIRE INS. CO. 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Ee a ee 
ASSETS, January 1, 1889, - 


1888, 


$400,000.00 
3,106,553.18 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
R. DALE BENSON, Vice-President. JOHN L. TILOMSON, Secretary. 
W. GARDNER CROWELL, Assistant Secretary. 


FRAME & SHADE, General Agents for Metropolitan District, 
206 BROADWAY, NEW YorRK,. 





DOLPH LOEB & SON, INSURANCE AGENCY, 

170 La Salle St., Chicago. Royal Insurance Co., of Liverpool; Rochester German 

Insurance Co., of Rochester, N. Y.; Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Co., of New York ; 
Peoples Insurance Co., of New York ; German Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburgh. 





HOMAS & WM. A. GOODMAN, INSURANCE 
Agents, 142 and 144 La SaLite Street, CHICAGO, ILL. 





Capita STOcK, $500,000.00. Net Surpvus, $418, 358.07. 


MERICAN STEAM BOILER INS. CO. OF N. Y. 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Rooms 318, 319, 320 and 321 Phoenix Building, Cuicaco, ILL. 
THACHER, VOIGHT & HOLMAN - - - Managers. 
J D. Murpny, Chief Inspector. Telephone, 1459. 
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Esrasiisnep A, D, 186s. 


A. LOWELL & CO., INSURANCE. 


° Room sc, r§& La Salle Street, Chicago, II. 





A. ALEXANDER, CHICAGO, ILL., 


e General Agent, Western Department (AccipeNT BrAncH), 
FIDELITY AND CASUALTY CO. OF NEW YORK. 


Home INnsuRANCE BUILDING. 


Ais % sd Rane 


FIRE UNDERWRITER, 








220 La Salle Street, - . - - - - ° - CHICAGO. 
A. D. 1848. 
Ryo FARMERS INSURANCE CO. OF LE ROY, 
Ohio. E, M. CONDIT, General ti 208 La Salle St., hc eum 











Wm. C. Mai. Cuas, A. Vat. FRANK L, EASTMAN. 


AGILL, EASTMAN & CoO., 
INSURANCE AGENCY, 


Telephone Ne. 1078. S. W. Cor. La Salle and Madison Streets, Chicago. 





. GLOVE W.B 3 
WwW — BOYLSTON OF BOSTON, as She: pe. 
CAPITAL, $557,200.00. ASSETS, $909,878.00. 
EDWIN C. LEWIS, 


No. 161 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 


GENERAL AGENT. 











E. W. Lyman. Cuares L, BLIss, 
W. LYMAN & CO., 152 LA SALLE STREET, 
e Chicego. Telephone, 763. 
T.H ideas a E. N. Witey. 


EBSTER & WILEY, SUCCESSORS TO S. M. 

Moore & Co., 168 and 170 La Salle Street. Telephone 1664, ‘*Chicago.”’ Orient 

Insurance Co.; Southern California Insurance Co.; Lion Fire Insurance Co.; Providence- 
Washingto Insurance Co. 





Geo. W. MontGomery. M. L, C. FunKHOUSER. 


EO. W. MONTGOMERY & CO., INSURANCE 

Agency, 177 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. Agents for American Ins, Co., Newark; 

Firemens Ins. Co., Newark; Standard Fire Ins, Co., New York; Fidelity and Casualty. 
Co., New York. Fire, Plate Glass, Bonds of Suretyship. Telephone 303. 





Brominent Brokers at Cicago. 


T. “MARSHALL & Co., FIRE INSURANCE, 
e 33 and 35 Major Block, Nou. 149 La Salle Street, Chicago. Special facilities for 
placing auger lines on all classes of insurable property. 


RED P. BUELL & co., GENERAL INSURANCE 


agents, 175 La Salle Street, Chicago, make a specialty of placing surplus lines for 
re es agents a atti the country. References if required. 








W. BROWN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 


e 504 and 506 The Rookery, Chicago. Reference, Chicago National Bank. 





E. GILPIN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 


e Rooms 450, 452 and 454 Rookery Building, Chicago. References: Metropolitan 
National Bank. R. G. Dun & Co. The Bradstreet Co. 














‘NURPLUS LINES of FIRE [NSURANGE 
W PROMPTLY & SECURELY PLACED BY 
A 


LTERP DICKERSON8&-GO 


FIRE INSURANCE MANAGERSA&EXPERT BROKERS 








HE EQUITABLE ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


DOES A STRICTLY ACCIDENT BUSINESS ONLY 


Paip-up Casu Capital, $100,000, 


Special Indemnity for Loss of Sight or Limbs. 


GEORGE FISHER, President. J. R. MURDOCH, Vice-President. 
LEVI C. GOODALE, Secretary. CLARENCE PUMPHREY, Assistant Secretary 
J. F. HESSER, Manager R. R. Dept. H. N. RENO, Superintendent Agencies 





NGLO-NEVADA 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION 
Or San Francisco, CAL. 
LOUIS SLOSS, President. Ww M. M ACDON ALD, Vice-President. 
D I R ECTORS: 


J. W. Mackay, Chas. S. Neal, M. H. Hecht, J. B. Haggin, E. E. Eyre 
Louis Sloss, J. F. Bigelow, W. H. Dimond, W. F. Whittier, J. M. Donahue, 


Wm. Macdonald. 
Z. P. Crark, Secretary. 
MILLS & FORD, General Agents, 33 Pine Srreer, New York. 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and District of Columbia, West 
/irginia, North and South Carolina. 
S . COLLINS, Manager Western Branch, Rialto Building, Chicago, IIL. 
Illinois, ah, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin, Dakota, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. 





HE HARTFORD LIFE AND ANNUITY 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


F, R. FOSTER, Pres. STEPHEN BALL, Sec'y 


OPERATES THE VERY LIBERAL AND EASILY SOLICITED PLAN, En- 
TITLED, SAFETY FUND SYSTEM: THE Best PURE LIFE 
INSURANCE OFFERED. 


A FEW FIRST-CLASS SPECIAL AND GENERAL AGENTS WANTED. 


LIBERAL COMPENSATION TO SUCCESSFUL MEN. SALARY OR COMMISSION. 


Address A. T. SMITH, Sup’t of Agencies, Hartford, Conn. 


ca INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF EVANSVILLE 





INDIANA INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


McGILLIARD & DARK, General Agents, 


INDIANAPOLIS, - ° - - - . INDIANA 


— Seciees Scetannen, ou 


No. 137 Broadway, New York. 





West Po.tock, Sec. 


2,2 


CAsH CAPITAL, $500,000.00. CasH ASSETS, $2,237,492-00 
Operating Under the New York Safety Fund Law 


Western Department, 1. S. BLACKWELDER, Manager, Chicago, Ill. 














THE UNITED FIRE RE INSURANCEC® 


LIMITED 
Or MANcHuesTerR, ENGLAND. 
UNITED STATES BRANCH, 28 to 4a NASSAU ST., NEW YO! 
WILLIAM WOOD, Manager. 
ASSETS IN THE UNITED STATES, Hike = eit 
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eden THE GRINNELL 
GERMAN _ | Automatic Sprinkler. 


INSU RA NCE COMPA NY, BoTu Wer AND Dry SYSTEMS. 


After six years’ extensive use the GRINNELL is known and acknowledged to 
be the only absolutely water-tight and reliable sprinkler. 








FREEPORT, ILL. 


For INFORMATION AND Proposa.s, AprLy TO 


Cash Capital events secon | Providence Steam and Gas Pipe Company 


NN 65 enh oank kne tees be ieewanaen 1,760,75 3.00 
Be I 60604500040 ene i ehanee ens 355,822.00 


en, Taney 6, THB. o 0.000 ccksccesesases 2,316,575.00 


Providence, R. I. 


Boston OFFICE, 173 Devonshire St. CHICAGO OFFICE, 115 Monroe St, 





Automatic Fire Alarm and Extinguisher Co. (Limited), 


WM. TREMBOR, Secretary. M. HETTINGER, President. | 904 Broadway, New York. Philadelphia Office, 49 South Fourth St. 








ACCIDENT INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS, OR MANY YEARS THE INSURING 


public have been slowly but surely coming to the conclusion that the 





premiums of old style life insurance are unnecessarily large; that the system of 


Employer's Liability Assurance Corp'n sailing Manatee lili salt inllbian Mnibiibanite 


the correct one. The Renewable Term Plan avoids alike the unnecessarily 


(LIMITED) large level premium rates and the uncertainties of post mortem assessment 
rates. The most eminent life insurance authorities of the country approve and 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 
advocate the Renewable Term Plan. 


Gusmrunnn Caneves $2,500 Active agents wanted to work this system by the 


Patp-up CAPITAL, - - - 500,000 
Deposited in the United States, 261,000 ( | | | / ENS M\ | | | IAL 


TRUSTEES FOR THE Unrrep States.—Oliver W. Peabody, Esq., Kidder, Peabody & Co., 
Boston ; Chauncey M. Depew, Esq., Pres’t N. Y. Central Railroad Co., New York ; Samuel Life I nsurance Association 
5 


Sloan, Esq., Pres’t Del., Lack. & West. R.R. Co., New York ; Wm. A. French, Esq., Abram 
French & Co., Boston, Pres. Mass. Nat’l’Bank ; Hon. John Lowell, Boston. 


1145 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY. 





KIRBY & DWIGHT, Chief Office for United States, 
General Agents for State of New York, Boston, Mass. L. M. Barks, Pres. 
54 Pine Street, N. ¥. ENDICOTT & MACOMBER, Managers. CHARLES BELL, Sec. and Treas. W. J. Roome, 2d Vice-Pres. 


A. S. Wuirron, 1st Vice-Pres, 














THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY OF MILWAUKEE 


is now in the thirty-first year of its existence. Its good points include rapid prog- 
ress, large surplus, large dividends, and a low death rate (0.89 per cent. in | 888). 
Amount of Insurance in force January |, 1881, $64,967,081 .00. 
” - ee r 1, 1885, 98,793,982.00. 
“ “ ” = 1, 1889, 172,518,891 .00. 
Surplus, Dec. 31, 1888, taking liabiiities on the 4 per cent. basis, $4,685,437.74. 
Its Dividends are unsurpassed. It is the only Company which has, in recent years, 
printed tables of current cash dividends for the irformation of the public. 
THE NORTHWESTERN HAS DONE THIS FOR EICHTEEN CONSECUTIVE YEARS. 


H. L. PALMER, President. MATTHEW KEENAN, Vice Prest. WILLARD MERRILL, 2d V. P. & Sup’t of Agencies. 
J. W. SKINNER, Secretary. C. A. LOVELAND, Actuary. L. McKNICHT, M. D., Med. Director. 
W.H. FARNHAM, Ass’t Sec’y. A.W. KIMBALL, Ass'’t Sup’t of Agencies. J. W. FISHER, M. D., Ass’t Med. Director. 

Cc. N. JONES, Assistant Actuary. 
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INCORPORATED 1881. 


HOME BENEFIT 


ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICES : 


No. 137 Broadway, New York. 


CLAIMS PAID, over - - - $465,000.00 





WM. A. CAMP, Menage, Nivuvo™* President. 
J. C. MOORE, Manager of Agencies. 
W. G. RICHARDS, M. D., Medical Director. 


H. C. BROWNELL, Vice-Pres. 
E. A. BAKER, Secretary. 





F. J. BROWN, TREASURER. 


Under Bonds to the American Surety Co., Capital $1,000,000.00, 


Reserve Fund Dividends of the Fifth and Each Subsequent Year. 


DEPOSITORIES: 


For Mortuary Fund, 
CENTRAL TRusT Co. 


For Reserve Fund, 
FARMERS’ LOAN AND TRUST Co. 


Certificates Written, Over 16,000. 





1889 HprTicon Now ReEavpy 


DEFINITIVE ANALYSIS OF 
Life Assurance Returns 


1882-1888 INCLUSIVE. 


A CompeNDIUM AND Dicest oF Twenty-S!1x Companies, COMPILED FROM THE 
OrriciaL Massacuusetts Reports, By BENJAMIN F. Brown. 


CONTENTS: 


TABLE A. BUSINESS EXHIBIT.—New (paid for) and Outstanding Assur- 
ance, Annual Gain, etc., with Ratios of Volume, Proportion and Growth. 

TABLE B. FINANCIAL EXHIBIT.—Showing Cash Resources, Growth of the 
Reserves, Interest-bearing Surplus, Non-productive and Gross Assets, with Ratios of Pro- 
ductive and Gross Surplus, Net (Reserve) Liability, etc. 

TABLE C. ECONOMIC EXHIBIT.—Complete ig one of Income and Outgo, 
including Special Digest of Natural Cost of Assurance, with Ratios of Mortality and Ex- 
pense in co-relation with New Business. 

TA D. COMPLETE EXHIBIT OF INTEREST AND ANALYSIS 
OF EARNED SURPLUS; SHOWING NET ECONOMIC RESULTS.—This 
exhibit is unique as to the methods adopted and the results evolved. Commencing with 
Actual Earnings (as distinguished from Receipts) of Interest it shows the proportion belong- 
ing to Reserve, balance to Surplus, Gains from Mortality, Expense-Savings and Lapses, 
Appreciation and Profits on Sales of Securities, etc., constituting the Gross Surplus 
Earnings of the year. 

he Ratios include Rates of Interest Earned with Proportional Reserve and Surplus 
Rates, also the relation of Surplus Earnings, proper and gross, to the Net Value of the 
Assurance, these latter affording an undeviating measure of Comparative Annual Results in 
the individual company. The whole presents a study of especial interest to those identified 
with life assurance of whatever degree. 

TABLES E, F, G and H present the Grand Totals and Aggregates of the Twenty- 
six Companies upon same basis and plan as the individual company tables, and give many 
ratios of special value and interest. 


In a letter to the author, Mr. SHepPARD Homans writes ;—‘' Your tables are exceedingly 


instructive and full of interest to the student, and form the best and most complete basis for 
comparing the relative progress of companies that I have seen,” 


A VALUABLE EDUCATOR FOR THE FIELD WORKER. 
PRICE PER COPY, - - - - = = $1.00 
50 COPIES, $30. 100 COPIES, $50. 


Address, THE SPECTATOR COMPANY, 
14 Cortlandt St., New York. 


Cuicaco Orrice, 161 La Salle St., Chicago. 





INCORPORATED 1850. 


ONNECTICUT FIRE INSURANCE CO, 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 
JANUARY 1, 1889. 
se sina deedswuhapedbesdeds an ddat inuiecenedeh weese’ B1 ox 





¥000,.00 

RE tee CNOD S650 onc betsenescccessectbaressuee Pn oN NE ae 696,382.84 
I bts acrctnenanebbtbescideeleatad kilos apeéewcdéonuecsure 109,815.34 
Fe NN ack cternadgunes caked oxesaseduspe senk Guesconpavanescuseesassens 454,718.83 
NE, SONNE Sp TDG vnccinendescsosbnbedusus sévasve snared $2,260,917.01 





SCOTT, ALEXANDER & TALBOT, Resident Agents, 
No, 45 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK. 





INCORPORATED 1851. 


HE MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


BORE, . 5 ccsscccrse cccsnp senuswuccons swccesewsscccenencneneenecenemsesenecsed $9,565,522.65 
NEENAH eee Nc ee Oe me Ne en 8,809,995.04 


$755,527.61 





Ns CN iorcicncevedenscdacceantetentacnaniinsensneemsanmion 
CAREFUL. ECONOMICAL. CONSERVATIVE. AGGRESSIVE. 
All Policies protected by the famous Non-Forfeiture Law of Massachusetts. 
Examine Its Merits Berore Insurinc. 
JOHN A. HALL, Secretary. 
OSCAR B. IRELAND, Actuary, 


M. V. B. EDGERLY, President. 
HENRY S. LEE, Vice-President. 


GILFORD MORSE, Manager, 243 Broadway, New York. 


HENIX INSURANCE COMPANY 
Of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
CASH CAPITAL, - - - = <= $1,000,000. 


Insures against Losses by Fire, Windstorms, Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning. 


NEW YORK OFFICES, 195 BROADWAY. 


GEORGE P. SHELDON, President. 
ARTHUR B. GRAVES, Vice-President. 
GEORGE INGRAHAM, 2d Vice-President. 
PHILANDER SHAW, Secretary. 
CHARLES C. LITTLE, Assistant Secretary. 


betas and Southern Department, Phenix Building, Chicago, Ill., T. B. Burcu, General 

gent. 

South Eastern Department, H. C. Srockpe.t, General Agent, Atlanta, Ga. 

J. bf - eae General Agent, Eastern Department and Middle States. Office in New 
ork. 


NGLO-NEVADA 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION 
Or San Francisco, CAL. 


LOUIS SLOSS, President. WM. MACDONALD, Vice-President. 











DIRECTORS: 


M. H. Hecht, 
W. H. Dimond, 
Wm. Macdonald. 


Z. P. CiarK, Secretary. 
MILLS & FORD, General Agents, 33 Pine Street, New York. 


New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and District of Columbia, West 
Virginia, North and South Carolina. 
S. T. COLLINS, Manager Western Branch, Rialto Building, Chicago, III. 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin, Dakota, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. 


Chas. S. Neal, 


1. W. Mackay, 
J. F. Bigelow, 


ouis Sloss, 


J. B. Haggin, E. E. Eyre, 
W. F. Whittier, J. M. Donahue, 








SECURE ACCIDENT INSURANCE AT ACTUAL CosT. 


MERICAN MUTUAL ACCCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION 






OF NASHVILLE, - - TENN. 
OFFICERS: 
Georce M. Jacxson-....----. of Orr, Jackson & Co., President. 
Cuas. S. CLARK...--- Vice-President and Director of Agencies. 
W. F. Bana, Jr., Ass’t Cashier First Nat’] Bank--.. Treasurer. 
Ws 1; SOO ncaa cavecnses Secretary and General Manager. 


General and Local Agents Wanted. 


LIBERAL TERMS TO GOOD AGENTS. 


